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EDITORIAL  HINTS. 

Thanksgiviug. 
Keep  growing. 
Don't  lag  behind. 
Make  repairs  now. 
Success  means  work. 
We  have  no  enemies. 
Failure  follows  neglect. 
Prepare  for  cold  nights. 
Have  things  convenient. 
Get  rid  of  surplus  stock. 
Don't  be  a  back  number. 
Burn  sulphur  in  each  pen. 
See  our  big  clubbing  offer. 
The  wise  don't  know  it  all. 
Where  do  your  fowls  roost  ? 
Utility  discards  mongrelism. 
Are  you  prepared  for  winter? 
There  is  an  art  in  marketing. 
Keep  the  poultry  manure  moist. 
Up-to-date  poultry  men  succeed. 
_^Our  subscription  list  is  growing. 
Don't  disturb  the  fowls  at  night. 
Keep  the  houses  free  from  stench. 
You  cannot  have  things  too  clean. 
Both  keeper  and  poultry  need  grit. 
Cold  rains  are  dangerous  to  stock. 
Sudden  changes  hurt  the  egg  crop. 
Putoff  raises  more  lice  than  chicks. 
Old  methods  are  generally  worthless. 
A  Few  Hens  is  making  friends  daily. 
F'owls  are  generally  shy  of  strangers. 
The  inbred  thoroughbred  is  a  failure. 
Practical  poulterers  are  hard  at  work. 
A  Few  Hens  is  a  journal  of  reference. 
Have  you  the  "Poultry man's  Library?" 
Stop  criticising  your  neighbor's  meth- 
ods. 

Mongrels,  like  cheap  labor,  are  unreli- 
able. 


Experimental  Farm  Notes. 


Two  Pedigreed  Light  Brahma  Cockerels 
Added  to  the  Stock — Putting  in  Eureka 
Nest  Boxes — A  Revision  of  the  Xew 
Bill  of  Fare — The  Wyandotte  Pullets 
Doing  Good  Work — Our  Plan  of  Oper- 
ation, by  Which  We  Intend  to  Secure 
That  Living. 


We  added  two  cockerels,  procured 
from  A.  J.  Silberstein,  Hartnest  Farm, 
Framingham,  Mass.,  to  our  Light  Brah- 
ma stock.  A  pedigree  blank  accom- 
panied the  birds,  which  showed  that  the 
one  cockerel  (No.  90)  was  hatched  May 
26,  1898,  and  that  his  dam  laid  197  eggs 
to  date  (Oct.  12),  scored  90,  and  that 
the  granddam  laid  166  eggs  during  the 
year.  The  other  cockerel  (No.  48)  was 
born  May  9,  1898 ;  its  dam  laid  136  eggs 
up  to  September,  when  she  was  sold  ; 
and  its  granddam  laid  177  eggs.  The 
sire  of  the  first  cockerel  was  a  freak  for 
growth,  weighing  12  1-2  lbs.  at  7  months 
and  20  days  of  age. 

Mr.  Silberstein  says:  ''No.  90  is  a 
son  of  dam  94.  She  began  laying  De- 
cember 15, 1897,  and  laid  7  eggs  in  Decem- 
ber ;  15  in  Januar}- ;  20  in  February ;  29 
in  March  ;  27  in  April  ;  29  in  May  ;  12  in 
June  ;  29  in  July  ;  14  in  August ;  and 
then  stopped.  Total,  197.  She  seems 
to  bear  out  your  theories  that  hens  don't 
la}-  in  moult,  except  that  she  laid  half 
throughout  it.  Don't  know  why  she 
don't  lay  now.  Dam's  mother  laid  166 
eggs.  Dam's  granddam  laid  141  eggs. 
This  last  named  was  sister  to  the  hen 
whose  granddaughter  is  now  making  a 
remarkable  record  for  me — has  laid  224 
eggs  to  this  date  (October  18),  and  has 
87  days  to  complete  her  laying  year. 
No.  48  is  a  son  of  95.  She  was  my  crack 
hen.  Dam's  mother  laid  177  eggs; 
granddam  152."  With  this  new  blood 
in  our  stock,  we  shall  look  for  still 
greater  improvements  in  our  Brahma 
fowls. 

*** 

We  are  at  present  putting  Mr.  Silber- 
stein's  patent  Eureka  Nest  Boxes  in  all 
our  pens  but  those  occupied  'oy  the  Leg- 
horns. We  are  hesitating  about  using 
the  method  with  them,  as  Leghorns  be- 
ing such  scarey  fowls,  we  fear  the  con- 
stant handling  will  injure  their  laying. 
But  our  Brahma  and  \\'yandotte  hens 


will  be  introduced  to  the  new  nests,  and 
we  believe  we  will  ^  able  to  give  some 
large  records.  The  more  we  know  of 
these  nests  the  better  we  like  them,  and 
certainly  would  advise  our  readers  to 
send  three  dollars  to  Mr.  Silberstein 
and  secure  full  instructions  and  the 
right  to  manufacture  the  same.  By 
having  a  close  record  of  the  stock,  you 
will  know  how  to  mate  the  following 
year,  and  how  to  gradually  build  up  a 

heavy  laying  strain. 

*  * 
* 

In  the  October  issue  we  gave  our  bill 
of  fare  for  the  coming  season.  Part  of 
the  ration  was  omitted,  and  we  give  it 
herewith  complete  : 

3Iorning,  mash  made  of  equal  parts, 
by  measurement,  of  bran,  cornmeal, 
middlings,  (and  ground  oats  when  we 
can  get  it)  and  Pioneer  Clover  Meal. 

Noon,  scalded  oats. 

Night,  wheat,  barley  and  cracked  corn 
mixed  (use  1-2  wheat,  1-4  barley.  1-4 
cracked  corn). 

Monday — 10  per  cent  of  Bowker's  Ani- 
mal Meal,  and  20  per  cent  linseed  meal 
are  added  to  the  mash. 

Tuesday — Tablespoonful  charcoal  to 
quart  of  mash  ;  also  10  per  cent  Animal 
Meal. 

Wednesday — 20  per  cent  linseed  meal 
is  added  to  mash  ;  and  cut  g:  een  bone  is 
given  at  noon — about  a  pound  to  16  fowls. 

Thursday — Spoonful  of  Sheridan's 
Condition  Powder  to  15  fowls  ;  also  Ani- 
mal Meal  as  above. 

Friday — Same  as  Tuesday. 

Saturday — Same  as  Wednesday. 

Sunday — Same  as  Thursday. 

The  noon  feeds  are  as  f  -llows  ; 

Monday — Cooked  cut  clover  hay  (not 
the  meal)  is  fed  warm,  in  troughs,  all 
the  fowls  will  greedily  eat.  An  hour 
afterwards  oats  are  scattered  among  lit- 
ter in  scratching  sheds. 

Tuesday — Either  raw  potatoes,  tur- 
nips, beets  or  onions  are  cut  up  in  our 
Evans  Root  Cutter,  and  fed  in  troughs. 
An  hour  afterwards  oats  are  scattered 
among  the  litter  in. the  scratching  shed. 

Wednesday — Green  bone  is  fed  in 
troughs  ;  also  oats,  as  above. 

Thursday — Same  as  Monda}-. 

Friday — Same  as  Tuesday. 

Saturday — Same  as  Wednesday. 

Sunday — Only  oats  are  given. 

The  above  gives  about  as  fine  a  variety 
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as  one  could  wish  to  have.  We  hope  to 
report  good  results  from  that  feeding. 
Our  idea  iu  feeding  the  cut  clover  hay 
cooked,  at  noon,  is  to  present  clover  in 
both  forms.  The  clover  meal  we  feed 
in  a  raw  state,  mixed  with  the  morning 
mash.  The  cooked  hay  is  given  as  a 
separate  dish,  is  highly  relished,  and 
makes  a  bulky  food.  After  drawing  off 
the  tea  the  hay  is  fed  in  troughs.  Cooked 
clover  hay  is  not  so  apt  to  bind  the  crop 
as  when  the  hay  is  only  scalded.  The 
tea  that  is  drained  off  we  use  for  mixing 
up  next  morning's  mash.  We  heat  it 
again  before  using. 

We  would  make  another  addition  to 
the  above  bill  of  fare  if  we  had  it.  That 
is,  we  would  mix  the  morning  mash  with 
hot  milk.  But  until  the  Experimental 
Farm  has  a  cow  of  its  own  (which  we 
expect  to  have  another  year)  we  must 
resort  to  hot  water  on  days  when  we 
have  no  tea  from  the  cooked  clover  hay. 
*** 

Our  Wyandotte  pullets  started  laying 
OH  the  14th  of  last  month,  and  are  now 
doing  good  work.  We  did  not  have 
their  winter  quarters  ready  before  the 
beginning  of  October,  so  that  we  gave 
them  a  setback  in  laying  by  moving 
them  around.  Still  they  began  early 
enough  for  our  purpose. 

*** 

We  have  been  asked  upon  what  plan 
we  intend  working  our  two  acre  experi- 
ment, for  best  results.  We  cannot  say 
just  yet  what  will  be  the  precise  lines, 
but  our  plan  will  be  something  like  this: 

The  poultry  year  with  us  will  really 
begin  with  October.  During  that  month 
and  during  the  months  of  November 
and  December,  we  will  hatch  broilers, 
and  have  table  eggs  and  breeding  stock 
for  sale. 

During  January,  February,  March, 
April  and  May,  we  will  hatch  breeding 
stock,  using  the  culls  for  roasting  pur- 
poses. Also  hatch  ducklings  for  market, 
using  hens  for  the  latter  when  our  incu- 
bators are  occupied  with  hen  eggs. 

During  these  months  we  will  also  sell 
eggs  for  hatching,  table  eggs  and  broil- 
ers. During  June,  July,  August  and 
September,  we  will  hatch  ducklings,  as 
we  have  the  eggs;  and  have  for  sale  eggs 
for  hatching,  table  eggs,  roasting  fowls, 
broilers,  ducklings  and  breeding  stock. 
This  plan,  or  about  as  we  have  men- 
tioned, will,  we  believe,  establish  the 
living  on  a  two  acre  plant. 


Eggs  and  Egg  Farming. 


Mr.  Beyer's  Wise  Pointers — ''Fresh'' 
Eggs — Does  Washing  Hui^t  Eggs? — 
Protein  in  Eggs — Salt  Aiding  Egg 
Production — A  Heavy-Layi?tg  Brah- 
ma— Meeting  the  Demand — Value  of 
Eggs  as  a  Crop. 


Beware  of  the  hidden  nest. 

Gather  eggs  several  times  a  day. 

Fred  Grundy  says  eggs  certainly  are 
injured  by  washing. 

E.  Nelson  Ehrhart  says  washed  eggs 
have  a  frailer  shell. 

A  great  deal  of  deception  is  daily  prac- 
ticed in  the  egg  business. 

Washing  eggs  may  remove  the  "bloom" 
— but  dirt  fills  the  pores,  which  is 
worse. 


Washed  eggs  will  not  keep  so  well,  nor 
hatch  so  well,  Fred  Grundy  says,  as 
unwashed  ones. 

With  proper  care  hens  are  like  money 
on  interest — work  Sundays,  holidays 
and  rainy  days. 

The  New  Yorlc  Produce  Review  says 
eggs  sent  to  market  are  often  in- 
jured by  washing. 

C.  E.  Chapman  says  a  bit  of  Sapolio  and 
a  damp  cloth  will  remove  spots  on 
eggs.  Dip  the  egg  in  water,  and  wipe 
at  once. 

Eggs  are  the  all-year-around  crop.  Other 
crops  have  their  harvest,  when  they 
must  be  sold  at  once  or  stored  at  an 
expense. 

Is  there  any  food  product  of  more  im- 
portance to  the  community  in  general 
than  the  production  of  the  hen  ?  asks 
J.  E.  Beyer. 

The  Philadelphia  Record  says  a  neigh- 
bor hauled  a  cord  of  wood  to  market 
for  $2  ;  his  wife  carried  ten  dozen  eggs 
the  same  day,  which  brought  $2.50. 

A  Montana  subscriber  to  A  Few  Hens 
writes  that  in  that  state  fresh  eggs 
never  get  lower  than  25  cents  a  dozen, 
and  during  moulting  season  are  35 
cents  a  dozen. 

Prof.  James  Dryden,  of  the  Utah  Ex- 
periment Station,  says  :  "If  you  wish 
an  egg  a  day  from  your  pullet,  that 
pullet  would  have  to  eat  enough  egg 
material  each  day  to  produce  the  egg. 

H.  W.  C,  in  Hope  Farm  Notes,  in  Rjiral 
New-Yorker,  tells  "honest  facts" 
about  eggs  and  egg  farming.  That  is, 
he  states  things  as  he  finds  them. 
That's  exactly  the  policy  which  A 
Few  Hens  adopts. 

Prof.  W.  P.  Wheeler,  of  Geneva,  says 
that,  by  analysis,  he  finds  but  little 
difference  in  the  amount  of  protein 
contained  in  different  eggs.  This  dif- 
ference seems  to  vary  more  with  the 
breed  than  with  the  food. 

Who  of  you  would  call  for  an  egg  for 
dinner  if  you  had  had  a  stale  one  for 
breakfast  ?  asks  J.  E.  Beyer.  Every 
fresh  and  wholesome  dozen  of  eggs 
creates  a  demand,  while  every  stale 
dozen  helps  to  destroy  it. 

The  editor  of  Rural  New-Yorker  says  : 
"I  heard  a  good  deal  of  talk  about 
'fresh'  eggs.  What  does  'fresh'  mean  ? 
Lots  of  farmers  take  their  eggs  to 
market  'once  in  10  days  or  two  weeks,' 
and  feel  quite  hurt  if  the  buyer  calls 
them  stale." 

Rural  New-Yorker  says  it  would  seem, 
from  the  little  we  know  about  the  sub- 
ject, that  the  composition  of  the  egg 
might  be  varied  by  a  change  of  food 
to  a  greater  extent  than  the  n)ilk  of 
the  cow  could  be  changed  by  varying 
the  ration. 

The  Philadelphia  Record  says  a  crate  of 
eggs,  which  can  be  taken  to  market  in 
a  light  vehicle,  will  fetch  as  much  as 
a  load  of  produce.  The  cost  of  pro- 
ducing eggs  is  nothing  compared  to 
the  hard  work  and  expense  of  produ- 
cing the  other. 

You  must  learn  to  suit  the  whims  of 
consumers,  says  the  Indiana  Farmer. 
Although  color  of  eggs  does  not 
change  their  contents,  the  consumer 
is  lead  to  believe  that  a  brown  egg  is 
better  than  a  white  one,  and  vice-versa, 
by  his  own  imagination. 


Geo.  O.  Brown  says  poultrymen  should 
unite  to  prevent  the  imposition  exist- 
ing of  imposing  on  the  public  by  mer- 
chants selling  long-kept  cold  storage 
eggs  as  "strictly  fresh"  ones.  An 
effort  to  secure  regular  customers  in 
cities  and  towns  by  farmers,  and  then 
supply  them  every  day  with  the  real, 
genuine  "strictly  fresh  eggs"  would 
help  to  keep  down  such  deceptive 
methods. 

An  Indiana  correspondent  sends  A  Few 
Hens  a  pamphlet  entitled:  "The 
Future  Outlook,  and  Improving  the 
Quality  of  Eggs,"  which  is  distributed 
among  the  farmers  of  that  state.  The 
pamphlet  is  an  address  by  J.  E.  Beyer, 
Rochester,  Ind.,  and  adopted  by  the 
National  Carload  Butter,  Eggs  and 
Poultry  Association.  It  is  a  valuable 
pamphlet,  showing  how  to  have  better 
eggs. 

Editor  Braden  says  :  Eggs  are  wanted  ; 
eggs  are  cash  ;  eggs  always  sell.  The 
market  may  be  low  at  times,  but  the 
average  price  is  good.  We  need  more 
egg  growers  and  more  eggs  to  shut  off 
importations.  Americans  should  raise 
eggs  for  export.  The  fact  of  our  im- 
porting eggs  is  an  impeachment  of 
the  fowls  we  breed.  Raise  more  egg 
producers.    They  are  in  demand. 

"Is  there  anything  more  disagreeable 
than  to  buy  a  dozen  eggs  and  find 
eleven  of  them  unfit  for  use?"  asks 
J.  E.  Beyer,  "The  wealthy  would 
despise  such  a  deal,  and  could  there 
be  a  greater  injustice  done  the  laborer 
who  has  appropriated  a  portion  of  his 
daily  earnings  for  eggs,  only  to  regret 
in  every  instance  that  the  dollar  has 
been  spent  on  this  uncertain  commo- 
dity." 

A.  J.  Silberstein,  proprietor  of  Hartnest 
Farm,  Framingham,  Mass.,  writes  A 
Few  Hens  that  one  of  his  Light  Brah- 
ma hens  began  laying  January  14,  1898, 
and  kept  at  work  as  follows  :  January, 
12;  Februar}',  19;  March,  30;  April, 
25;  May,  28;  June,  24;  July,  29; 
August,  23 ;  September,  20 ;  October 
(up  to  I2th)  9.  Total  to  date,  219, 
and  93  more  chances  to  increase  it 
before  her  laying  year  will  be  up. 

F.  W.  Proctor,  in  Poultry  Monthly,  in 
referring  to  hens  diminishing  egg 
production  in  mid -summer,  says: 
"During  several  seasons  when  I  mixed 
salt  with  the  feed,  about  as  would 
suit  the  human  palate,  I  found  no 
difficulty  in  maintaining  a  good  egg 
yield  until  cold  weather.  Last  season 
I  omitted  salt,  and  my  fowls  took  to 
moulting  all  through  the  early  and 
late  autumn.  I  am  impressed  with, 
the  value  of  salt  as  a  means  of  pro- 
longing the  life  of  the  feather,  and 
shall  add  it  to  the  rations  this  season 
accordingly." 

O.  W.  Mapes,  in  Rural  New-Yorker, 
says:  "I  have  been  producing  about 
1,000  dozens  a  month  for  years,  ard 
every  egg  goes  into  a  pan  of  lukewarm 
water  as  soon  as  it  is  gathered  out  of 
the  nest.  All  dirt  is  easily  removed 
after  the  eggs  have  been  allowed  to 
lie  in  the  warm  water  a  few  minutes, 
and  the  heat  imparted  to  the  egg  by 
the  warm  water  causes  it  to  dry 
quickly,  and  gives  it  that  fresh  ap- 
pearance peculiar  to  a  new-laid  .  egg. 
If  the  water  hurts  their  quality.  I 
have  never  heard  of  it." 
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About  Broilers  and  Roasters. 


Heavy  Shipments  to  Market — Compari- 
son of  Weights  in  Groiving  Chickens — 
Measley  Broilers — Capt.  Casey  Early 
in  the  Field — Requisite  for  Success — 
Breast  Meat  Wa^ited. 


Tag  every  carcass. 
Adopt  a  trademark. 
Ship  the  day  you  kill. 
Don't  raise  "scrub  broilers." 
Small  roasters  are  in  best  demand. 
You  cannot  raise  broilers  on  free  range. 
Common  stock  do  not  make  good  broil- 
ers. 

Inbred  stock  cannot  produce  good  broil- 
ers. 

The  broiler  business  cannot  be  run  by 
hens. 

A  good  carcass  poorly  dressed  loses  its 
value. 

Attractive  roasting  fowls  are  always 
saleable. 

More  caponizing  is  done  in  the  west 
than  the  east. 

The  preferred  weight  for  capons  is  not 
over  7  lbs.  each. 

After  reaching  2  lbs.  in  weight  the  chick 
is  no  longer  a  broiler. 

Quick  growth  and  clean  quarters  make 
tender  and  sweet  meat. 

Be  sure  the  animal  heat  is  out  of  the 
body  before  shipment. 

Choice  broilers  come  from  thorough- 
breds or  good  first  crosses. 

It  is  easier  to  raise  broilers  artificially  in 
midwinter  than  in  fall  or  spring. 

Indian  Games  are  especially  noted  as 
having  an  abimdance  of  breast  meat. 

Jacobs  says  only  one  person  in  ten  es- 
capes reverses  at  some  period  in 
broiler  raising. 

Fowls  that  do  not  readily  respond  to 
\  fattening  foods  have  a  weakness  that 
needs  to  be  looked  after, 

Thos.  C.  Allen  saj's  he  likes  Wyandottes 
best  for  early  fries,  for  broiling,  but 
for  5  lb.  and  8  lb.  roasters,  the  Cochins, 
or  crosses  of  the  Cochins,  are  the  best 
and  tenderest. 

Thos.  C.  Allen,  of  Glassboro,  N.  J.,  be- 
gan years  ago  to  buy  up  poultry  and 
eggs  and  ship  to  market.  Today  he 
markets  between  $150,000  to  $185,000 
worth  of  the  product  annually. 

It  is  conceded  by  all  that  the  best  quality 
of  meat  on  a  fowl  is  found  on  the 
breast,  says  Prairie  Farmer.  Hence, 
all  who  seek  for  first-class  table  fowls 
should  select  the  breeds  which  have 
the  greatest  amount  of  meat  on  the 
breast. 

The  first  requisite  for  success  in  market 
poultry  is  the  judicious  selection  of  a 
variety  for  the  purpose  intended,  says 
the  Prairie  Farmer.  For  the  purpose 
under  consideration  pure -bred  fowls 
are  so  far  superior  to  mongrel  stock, 
that  no  one  who  desires  to  make  the 
best  of  it  should  for  a  moment  enter- 
tain the  idea  of  using  mongrel  or 
mixed  varieties. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Reliable  Poultry 
Journal,  Thos.  C.  Allen,  of  Glassboro, 
N.  J.,  said  :  "Last  year  I  bought  507 
tons  of  dressed  poultry,  all  within  a 
radius  of  12  miles  of  Glassboro.  Far- 
mers wives  raise  the  most  of  it.  Now 
and  then  you  will  find  a  farmer  who 
turns  in  and  helps,  but  the  women  in 
this  section  raise  the  most  of  the 
poultry." 


Capt.  Casey,  proprietor  of  Aratoma  Farm , 
Katouah,  N.  Y.,  writes,  under  date  of 
October  8:  "I  have  already  in  my 
brooder  house  over  500  chicks  for  Jan- 
uary broilers,  and  two  machines  filled 
with  duck  eggs,  after  very  satisfactory 
tests,  so  my  early  ducklings  will  come 
to  good  market.  In  all,  I  have  6  ma- 
chines (chicks  and  ducks)  running 
now,  and  will  be  able  to  fill  two  more 
the  coming  week."  That's  business. 
Those  early  in  the  field  get  the  choice 
plums. 

P.  H.  Jacobs  very  wisely  says  :  "What  is 
the  use  of  raising  a  lot  of  miserable, 
measley  broilers,  of  all  ages,  sizes  and 
colors,  and  that  'weigh  less  the  older 
they  are'  when  yo^u  can  just  as  easily 
raise  chickens  of  uniform  color,  size 
and  quality,  with  double  weight  for 
market  and  a  higher  price  per  pound?" 
But  that  is  just  the  kind  of  measley 
stock  one  gets  when  he  buys  the  eggs 
for  his  incubators  as  Mr.  Jacobs  ad- 
vises. There  is  but  one  correct  way, 
and  that  is  to  raise  the  eggs  on  your 
own  farm. 

Poultry  Keeper  gives  these  interesting 
facts :  "We  once  made  a  test  with 
chicks  of  different  breeds,  using  10 
chicks  of  each  breed,  so  as  to  secure 
an  average.  When  one  month  old,  10 
young  Brahmas  (together)  weighed  7 
lbs.  and  2  ozs,  while  10  chicks  of  the 
Wyandottes,  Leghorns  and  Plymouth 
Rocks  weighed  7  lbs.  (every  10)  or 
only  2  ozs.  less  than  the  Brahmas. 
The  second  month  the  10  Brahmas 
weighed  17  lbs.,  10  Wyandottes,  15 
lbs.,  10  Leghorns  14  lbs.,  and  the  10 
Plymouth  Rocks  14  pounds.  The 
third  month  the  10  Brahmas  weighed 
33  lbs.,  10  Wyandottes  30  lbs.,  10  Leg- 
horns 24  lbs.,  and  the  10  Plymouth 
Rocks  25  pounds.  Of  individual  chicks 
the  third  month  the  heaviest  Brahma 
weighed  3  3-4  lbs.,  the  heaviest  Wy- 
andotte 3  1-4  lbs.,  the  heaviest  Ply- 
mouth Rock  2  3-4  lbs.,  and  the  heaviest 
Leghorn  2  1-2  pounds." 


Pointers  on  Pood  and  Feeding. 


Value  of  Linseed  Meal,  Barley,  Corn, 
Pea  Meal,  Rice,  Potatoes,  Wheat,  Oat- 
meal, Green  Bone,  Buckwheat  and 
Clover  Hay — Formulae  for  Morning 
Mash — Keeping  a  Hen  on  Cents  a 
Year — Curing  Lazy  Hens  by  Feed — 
Mr.  Jacobs  and  Oyster  Shells. 


Pea  meal  is  nutritious. 
Rice  is  easily  digested. 
Linseed  meal  is  carthartic. 
Linseed  meal  is  a  cooked  food. 
Understand  the  nature  of  foods. 
Potato  starch  is  very  digestible. 
Watch  the  effects  of  the  new  diet, 
Properly-iedi  fowls  are  regularly  fed. 
Wheat  is  rich  in  solids  but  poor  in  water. 
Barley  is  very  nutritious  but  rather  lax- 
ative. 

Potatoes  contain  about  22  per  cent  of 
starch. 

There  is  fully  5  1-2  per  cent  of  fat  in 
oatmeal. 

Barley  has  much  of  the  same  qualities 
as  wheat. 

Corn  contains  from  7  to  8  per  cent  of 
yellow  fat. 

Oatmeal  is  said  to  contain  more  nutri- 
ment than  wheat  or  barley. 


Make  preparations  now  to  save  a  supply 
of  green  food  for  winter  feeding. 

A  teaspoon  to  a  tablespoonful,of  linseed 
meal  is  a  good  allowance  for  a  hen. 

Green  bone  contains  meat,  blood,  gris- 
tle, oil  and  mineral  matter  in  soluble 
condition. 

Ponltry  need  carbon,  nitrogen  and  lime, 
says  Dr.  J.  H.  Casey.  Green  bone 
contains  all  these. 

F.  L.  Cooper  says  that  linseed  meal  is 
today  about  the  nearest  perfect  food 
for  fowls  for  egg  production. 

No  formulae  in  feed  can  be  given  which 
will  suit  all  breeds  in  the  hands  of  all 
breeders.  Each  must  study  his  own 
conditions. 

Dr.  Parkes,  in  "Practical  Hygiene," 
says  there  is  more  strength  to  be 
gained  in  the  human  family  from  eat- 
ing poultry  and  eggs  than  from  pota- 
toes, arrowroot,  bread  or  fish. 

When  hens  are  inclined  to  be  lazy, 
L.  K.  Keyser  recommends  feeding  the 
mash  or  soft  food  at  night,  letting 
them  work  for  their  breakfast  in  the 
morning. 

James  Greenwood,  in  Fowls,  England, 
says  changing  the  diet  frequently, 
keeping  your  birds  clean,  allowing 
them  sufficient  exercise,  is  of  all  other 
ways  the  one  to  make  poultr}'  keep- 
ing a  success. 

L.  E.  Keyser,  in  Reliable  Poultry  Jour- 
nal, says  that  by  careful  buying  and 
judicious  blending  of  the  food  pro- 
ducts, he  has  kept  hens  satisfactorily 
at  an  average  cost  of  56  cents  each,  per 
year. 

S.  C.  Brown  Leghorns,  chOiee  Cockerels  and  Pullets. 
Eggs  in  season.     Zundel  Bros.,  Grapeville,  Pa. 

BUFF  LEGHORNS.  Cockerels  for  sale.  May 
hatched;  good  in  shape  and  of  a  rich  buff  color. 
Only  a  limited  number  for  sale  at  g3.00  per  head. 
C.  W.  NEWMAN,  Oak  Hill,  N.  Y. 

\'f .  Wyandottes  and  B.  Rocks.  Hunter  and  Nor- 
ton strains.  Fine  Mar.  and  Apr.  hatched  pullets  and 
cockerels  for  sale.    F.  E.  Bancroft,  Groveland,  N.  Y. 

FOR   SALE.    White  Wyandotte  Cockerels  and 
Barred  Plymouth  Rocks.    Pekin  ducks,  %\  each. 
Winfleld  Darling,  South  Setauket,  S.  I.,  N.  Y. 
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WHITE  WYANDOTTES. 

Business  stock.  Wm.  F.  Stroud,  Merchantville.N.  J. 

Black  and  White  Langshans 

Best  winter  layers.  Standard  bred  witli  strong  util- 
ity qualities.  17  first  and  second  prizes  won  this 
season.    GEO.  P.  COFFIN,  Freeport,  Maine. 

AHUNDRED  PER  CENT 

of  the  fertile  eggs,  is  not  an  unusual 

^o^tL  MONITOR  INCUBATOR. 

Proof  of  this  and  many  other  things  of 
unquestioned  value  to  the  poultry  man 
will  be  found  in  our  80  page  catalogue. 
Sent  for  4  cents  in  stamps.  •  Address, 

THE  MONITOR  CO.,  Box  10,  Moodus,  Conn. 
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Green  cut  bone  is  a  raw  meat  ration.  It 
is  cheap;  it  is  beneficial  in  many  ways 

,  both  as  a  food  and  tonic,  says  Comitry 
Genileman.  It  is  easily  obtained  and 
easily  fed,  and  is  a  paying  investment. 

Judicious  feeding  has  become  today  the 
most  important  consideration  in  hen- 
dom,  says  E.  O.  Roessle,  in  Coutitry 
Gentleman.  Its  good  effect  means  a 
satisfactory  season,  and  its  bad  effects 
mean  discouragement  and  loss  of 
interest. 

Kaffir  corn  is  a  grain  that  should  re- 
ceive more  attention  from  poultrymen. 
While  its  nutritive  value  is  about  the 
same  as  that  of  Indian  corn,  it  is  rel- 
ished much  better  by  fowls  and  seems 
to  produce  more  eggs,  is  another  con- 
clusion by  Mr.  Keyser. 

Don't  discard  corn  entirely,  nor  use  corn 
only,  but  feed  with  it  vegetables, 
meat,  cut  bone,  clover  hay,  etc.,  says 
Indiana  Farmer.  If  your  hens  are  too 
fat  lessen  the  quantity  of  corn  until 
you  get  just  enough  to  keep  them  in  a 
good  thrifty  condition. 

Hungry  birds  should  never  be  allowed 
to  fill  their  crops  with  boiled  potatoes, 
says  Farm  Journal.  Give  a  little 
grain  first,  or  mash  the  potatoes  and 
mix  with  bran.  Feed  potatoes  warm. 
Disregard  of  these  precautions  may 
cause  indigestion  and  other  ills  among 
the  flock. 

Green  bones — that  is,  fresh  from  the 
butcher — cannot  be  surpassed  as  poul- 
try food,  says  P.  H.  Jacobs.  They  are 
easily  procured,  are  much  cheaper 
than  meat,  contain  a  larger  proportion 
of  the  elements  that  enter  into  the 
composition  of  eggs  than  any  other 
material,  as  they  are  more  concentra- 
ted. 

F.  L.  Hooper,  in  Poultry  Keeper,  gives 
this  strong  endorsement  of  linseed 
meal:  "Make  use  of  a  liberal  supply  of 
this  wonderful  egg  producer,  muscle 
grower,  bone  maker,  flesh  former, 
health  promoter  and  digester,  and  a 
preventative  of  roup,  indigestion,  and 
many  other  disorders  of  the  fowl  fam- 
ily." 

E.  O.  Roessle  says:  "What  hens  re- 
quire principally  is  a  balanced  ration 
and  a  general,  regular  feed.  A  feast 
one  day  and  a  famine  the  next  will 
upset  the  best  flock  of  layers  ever  got- 
ten together.  Once  a  flock  can  be  kept 
in  a  prime  condition  on  a  certain  feed 
formulae,  it  is  great  folly  to  change." 

A.  C.  Hawkins  says  the  morning  mash 
should  consist  of  1-3  wheat  middlings 
or  bran,  1-6  ground  oats,  1-6  cornmeal, 
1-6  ground  meat  or  fish,  and  1-6  cooked 
vegetables.  This  mash  should  be 
mixed  with  boiling  water  or  skim  milk 
the  night  before  feeding,  and  allowed 
to  soak  and  steam  till  morning,  when 
it  may  be  given  warm. 

L.  E.  Keyser  says  he  finds  buckwheat 
one  of  the  best  whole  grain  foods  for 
hens.  They  never  become  cloyed  on 
it,  and  it  is  a  great  egg-producing 
grain,  In  experiments  made  in  feed- 
ing during  the  past  winter,  where  the 
evening  feed  had  been  wholly  of  corn, 
he  found  that  the  substitution  of  buck- 
wheat materially  increased  the  egg 
yield. 

correspondent  in  Reliable  Poultry 
Journal  ^^y^'.  "In  systematic,  scien- 
tific and  ecQBomical  feeding  lies  the 


profit  in  the  poultry  business,  whether 
we  are  feeding  for  meat  or  eggs.  To 
produce  a  ration  that  will  carry  a 
flock  through  the  year,  and  at  the 
smallest  possible  expense,  requires 
considerable  study,  and  very  few  there 
are  who  know  just  what  the  food  con- 
sumed by  their  flock  has  really  cost, 
or  what  its  nutritive  value  has  been." 

The  Texas  Farmer  tried  an  experiment: 
Of  two  lots  of  chickens  of  the  same 
breed,  of  the  same  parent  stock,  and 
of  the  same  age,  running  on  the  same 
blue  grass  pasture,  one  lot  was  fed  on 
cut  bone  three  times  a  week,  and  the 
other  was  not.  Those  fed  on  bone 
grew  faster,  developed  more  rapidly, 
and  in  every  way  were  superior  to 
those  which  were  not.  Green  cut 
bone  was  found  to  have  a  decided  ten- 
dency to  develop  combs  and  wattles, 
and  make  handsome  birds. 

Some  years  back  P.  H.  Jacobs,  in  Poul- 
try Keeper,  scouted  the  idea  that 
oyster  shell  furnished  lime  for  the 
manufacture  of  egg  shells.  Then  Prof. 
Wheeler,  of  the  New  York  Agricul- 
tural Experiment  Station,  made  a 
series  of  experiments  and  concluded  : 
"One  pound  of  oyster  shell  will  con- 
tain lime  enough  for  the  shells  of 
about  7  dozen  eggs."  Mr.  Jacobs  at 
once  bowed  to  Prof.  Wheeler,  acknow- 
ledging that  his  experiments  were 
conclusive.  And  now,  six  years  after- 
wards. Poultry  Keeper  for  September, 
1898,  again  attacks  oyster  shell  in  the 
same  strain.  Oh,  Jacobs !  Jacobs  I 
Jacobs ! 

D.  W.,  Englewood,'  N.  J.,  writes:  "I 
ask  your  attention  to  an  article  in 
Poultry  Keeper  on  clover  as  a  special 
food,  in  which  the  writer  recommends 
to  feed  cut,  steamed  clover  hay,  mixed 
with  a  little  grain  twice  a  day.  Would 
you  please  give  us  in  your  next  issue 
of  A  Few  Hens  your  views,  as  well  as 
your  method  of  mixing  it?"  We  feed 
one  part  bran,  one  part  mixed  ground 
grain,  (cornmeal,  middlings  and  some- 
tmies  ground  oats),  and  one  part 
scalded  clover  hay  or  clover  meal. 
Clover  is  bulky,  and  should  be  in  the 
daily  ration,  especially  during  winter. 
We  feed  it  once  a  day  in  the  morning 
mash. 


Diseases — Remedy  and  Prevention. 

Scaly-leg  Tj'eatinent — Another  Case  of 
Over/at —  Gape  Origin  —  Cleanliness 
More  Necessary  than  Ventilation — 
L  ice  Remedies  —  Indigestion —  Treat- 
ment for  Diarrhoea — Roup — Canker — 
Pointers  on  Prevention. 


Clean  up  daily. 
Breed  for  hardiness. 
Treat  scaly  legs  now. 
Sickness  knocks  the  profits. 
Moulting  season  is  about  over. 
Make  a  careful  inspection  daily. 
.\  mopish  fowl  is  not  a  well  one. 
Impure  water  is  poison  to  the  system. 
New  blood  strengthens  the  constitution. 
Doctor  symptoms  and  diseases  will  never 
come. 

Overcrowding  creates  filth — filth  creates 
disease. 

Exercise  during  moulting  season  lessens, 
dangers. 


Breed  from  your  early-moulting  hens  if 
possible. 

The  young  from  overfat  hens  are  weak- 
and  puny. 

Outcrossing  has  built  up  many  a  broken- - 

down  strain. 
Have  the  house  as  free  from  odor  as' 

your  own  living  room. 
No  quarantine  can  stay  the  ravages  that 

result  from  inexperience. 
Keen  observation  will  enable  one  to  nip 

many  ailments  "in  the  bud." 
Disinfect  and  whitewash  the  houses  now 

before  putting  in  the  young  stock. 
Bacteria  and  germ  troubles  would  be 
less  talked  about  if  a  proper  degree 
of  cleanliness  were  observed,  wisely 
says  Judge  Brown. 
A  cheap  and  effective  lice  remedy  is  said 
to  be  a  pound  of  moth  balls  dissolved 
in  a  gallon  of  kerosene,  and  applied  to 
the  roosts  once  a  month. 
As  a  preventative  for  roup  a  little  tinct- 
ure of  iron  in  the  drinking  water — 
about  a  tablespoonful  to  a  half  gallon 
of  water — is  said  to  be  excellent. 
In  aggravated  cases  of  diarrhoea,  the 
British   Fancier  says   two  drops  of 
chlorodyne   should   be   given  daily, 
which  will  usually  put  an  end  to  the 
scouring. 

UT  CLOVER  in  sacks.    ^1.25  for  100  pounds. 
I.  G.  QUIRIN,  Tioga  Center,  N.  Y! 
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AN  UNPARAI.I.EI.ED  KECOKD.  At  Am- 
erica's greatest  show.  New  York, '98,  also  at  Bos- 
ton, this  season.  At  the  latter  show,  on  two  entries 
of  Turkeys,  won  two  Ists,  and  $10  special  for  best  pr. 
At  New  York,  on  four  entries,  won  four  Ists.  Eggs 
for  hatching  from  this  stock,  40c.  each.  Best  strains 
of  Pekin,  Aylesbiu-y  and  Muscovy  Ducks,  Toulouse 
and  African  treese,"Ind.  Games,  L.  Brahmas,  B.  and 
W.  P.  Rocks,  Wh.  and  S.  L.  Wyand.,  Wh.,  Brown  and 
Buff  Leghorns,  Black  Minorcas,  White  and  Pearl 
Guineas.  Write  for  32- page  catalogue,  free.  Choice 
Stock  for  sale.  "Agent  for  Lee's  Lice  Killer." 
D.  A.  MOUNT, 
Pine  Tree  Farm,  JAMESBURG,  N.  J.  


doli  attd  Silver  Medals. 
Blue  and  Red  Rllilioiis. 
Diplomas  and  Sweepstakes. 


Our  1898  catalogue  tells 
you  all  about  the  world's 
greatest  Incubators  and 
Brooders.     Send  for  one. 

All  machines  warranted. 


PKAIRIE  STATE 
INCUBATOR  CO., 

HojrER  City,  Pa. 


Fine  Brahma  Hens. 

A  Few  Fine  Yearling  Light  Brahma  Hens 
for  Sale  at  $2.00- each.    (Felch  strain). 
Michael  K.  Buyer,  Hammonton,  Atlantic  Co.,  N.  J. 

T^T?1V  '^^  ''^^  cockerels  just  ordered  by  one 
JL  Hk        party  for  breeding.   He  knows  what  kind 
of  stock  I  have.  Write  your  wants  in  W.  P.  Rock 
(yr  S.  C.  Brown  Leghorn  cockerels. 
A.  45.  HUTCHIN^SOX,  Gilead,  Conri. 


1898. 


A    Rew  Hens 


53 


Farm  ami  Fireside  says  suow  water  will 
reduce  flesh  as  rapidly  as  a  sharp 
attack  of  diarrhoea.  It  might  be  well 
to  "study  that  by  heart"  so  as  not  to 
forget  it  when  snow  comes. 

There  are  three  kinds  of  indigestion  in 
poultry,  says  the  Farmers''  Voice.  One 
affects  the  stomach  or  bowels  back  of 
the  gizzard  ;  another  acts  on  the  giz- 
zard, and  the  third  is  located  in  the 
crop. 

For  a  bad  case  of  canker  the  Ohio  Poul- 
try Journal  a  Ivises  using  yellow  rod 
(Golden  seal)  and  burnt  alum,  equal 
parts;  reduce  to  a  powder,  and  sprinkle 
well  their  throats  three  or  four  times 
a  day.  This  wii^  remove  the  canker 
in  a  day  or  two. 

About  the  time  the  yellow  fever  germ  is 
discovered  we  will,  perhaps,  begin  to 
learn  something  of  the  gape  origin, 
says  Ohio  Poultry  Journal .  But  wild 
guesses  and  theories  on  this  subject 
will  continue  because  it  is  human 
nature  to  speculate  on  the  unknow- 
able and  incomprehensible. 

A  writer  in  AgHciiltiiral  Fpitonnstns,Q.s 
sassafras  poles  for  roosts  in  his  hen 
house.  He  cuts  them  green  and  leaves 
the  bark  on.  He  renews  these  poles 
every  spring.  For  fowls  and  nests  he 
gets  the  bark  from  sassafras  root,  dry, 
and  grinds  to  powder  in  a  coffee  mill. 
This  he  applies  the  same  as  insect 
powder. 

Don't  worry  so  much  about  ventilation, 
but  pay  more  attention  to  cleanliness, 
says  editor  Brown.  A  clean  hen  house 
in  winter  does  not  need  ventilation  of 
any  account.  Accumulated  filth  in  a 
hen  house  cannot  remove  the  danger 
that  constantly  threatens,  no  matter  if 
there  is  ventilation  enough  to  endan- 
ger giving  roup  to  all  the  fowls. 

For  a  bad  case  of  roup,  a  piece  of  blue 
vitrol,  about  the  size  of  a  hazelnut, 
dissolved  in  a  quart  of  water,  to 
w'hich  is  added  lo  drops  of  carbolic 
acid  and  a  half  teaspoonful  of  coal  oil, 
is  recommended.  Keep  this  drink 
before  them  until  cured.  Feed  them 
corn  once  a  day,  soaked  in  coal  oil. 
and  keep  them  in  a  warm  place. 

It  don't  take  an  expert  to  diagnose  this 
complaint  sent  by  a  Kentucky  reader 
of  A  Few  Hens  :  "Will  you  kindly 
tell  me  what  to  do  for  my  chickens? 
The}-  go  to  roost  seemingly  well.  Next 
morning  they  will  be  on  the  ground, 
unable  to  get  up.  They  have  free 
range,  and  are  fed  on  corn  and  corn- 
meal."  Stop  the  corn  feeding,  as  the 
hens  are  too  fat. 

"Jacobs  thinks  that  'if  roup  can  be  cured 
at  all  it  can  be  done  in  summer.'  Cer- 
tainly ;  but  the  zy  is  in  the  way.  The 
most  cases  of  roup  we  ever  had  in  our 
flocks  was  in  the  summer  and  none  of 
the  birds  were  cured.  That  little  if 
is  a  great  stumbling  block  to  us  all." 
— Fanciei's''  Review.  It  cannothe  that 
Davis  wrote  that,  for  he  declares  in 
his  w^riting  that  there  are  no  diseases. 
Think  of  Davis's  hygienic  chickens 
having  the  roiip!  Oh,  there  must  be 
some  mistake. 

Bditor  Drevenstedt  says  that  when  diar- 
rhoea is  first  discovered,  in  the  major- 
ity of  cases  boiled  rice  and  milk  will 
effect  a  cure.  But  where  stubborn  or 
neglected  cases  are  met  with,  no 
quicker,  safer  or  better  remedy  than 


the  Su7i  cholera  mixture  exists.  This 
famous  remedy  can  be  procured  at  au}^ 
drug  store,  whether  in  liquid  or  tablet 
form,  full  directions  usiially  accom- 
panying each  bottle  or  box.  One  tablet 
in  the  morning  and  one  in  the  evening 
is  usiially  efficient.  Ground  nutmeg 
is  another  simple  and  powerful  rem- 
edy, but  the  after  effects  are  not  alwa3-s 
as  satisfactory  as  with  the  Su7i  cholera 
mixture. 

Texas  Farm  and  RancJi  gives  this  meth- 
od of  treating  scaly-legged  fowls : 
Take  a  quart  can  full  of  lard,  coal  oil 
and  crude  carbolic  acid,  and  set  the 
can  in  an  old  bucket,  piling  hot  ashes 
and  some  coals  around  it.  Then,  with 
a  swab  made  b}-  wrapping  rags  on  the 
end  of  a  stick,  proceed  to  the  hen- 
house, and  holding  each  perch  over 
the  bucket,  sliding  it  along  as  you 
grease,  completely  fill  every  crack  and 
crevice  with  the  mixture.  The  lard 
cools  rapidly,  leaving  the  perch  very 
greasy,  and  the  legs  of  the  fowls  roost- 
ing on  such  perches  look  very  bright 
and  clean.  It  serves  a  two-fold  pur- 
pose, ridding  the  perches  of  lice  and 
preventing  scaly  legs. 


Our  Brevity  Symposiimi. 


Treatment  for  Chicks  That  Droop  Froju 
Rapid  Growth  of  Witig  Feathers — 
Feeding  Broilers  front  a  Day  Old 
I  'ntil  Ready  for  JMartiet. 


DROOPING  WINGS  IN  CHICKS. 

As  the  wings  of  the  chicks  of  Leghorns,  Minoi'cas, 
and  that  class, grow  so  rapidly  as  to  cause  chicks 
to  droop,  what  method  do  you  use  to  prevent  a 
lossy 

I  pull  the  large  wing  feathers  as  soon  as 
the  chicks  droop.  —  F.  Batise,  New 
Berlin,  Pa. 

I  find  the  use  of  sweet  milk  the  best 
preventative  for  drooping  wings  in 
chicks.  Give  milk  instead  of  water  to 
drink. — Aug.  D.  Arnold,  Dillsburg, 
Pa. 

We  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  clip 
the  wings,  as  the  chickens  will  do 
fully  better  without  this.  Where  such 
a  course  is  necessary  the  food  ration  is 


usually  at  fault,  or  other  conditions. — 
Whiting  Farm,  Holyoke,  Mass. 

When  breeding  Leghorns  I  had  very 
little  trouble  of  this  kind,  possibly  on 
account  of  their  having  free  range,  a 
great  variety  of  food,  and  the  constant 
care  of  my  wife.  Leghorn  breeders 
who  have  been  troubled  in  this  way, 
however,  have  told  me  that  they  com- 
pletely cured  it  by  clipping  the  ends 
of  the  wing  feathers. — C.  E.  White, 
Fox  Chase,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

As  I  said  in  an  article  in  the  Ohio  Poul- 
try  Jourjial,  most  people  believe  that 
it  is  the  wing  feathers  that  grow  too 
fast,  or  are  abnormally  developed. 
This  is  not  it ;  the  chick  has  not  grown 
fast  enough.  Hence,  anything  that 
stunts  the  growth  helps  to  develop  this 
wing  trouble,  and  in  most  cases  it  is  a 
matter  of  the  wrong  kind  of  feed. 
Chicks  from  eggs  laid  by  inbred  or 
closely  confined  stock  are  apt  to  come 
that  way. —  W.  Theo.  Wittmati,  Allen- 
town,  Pa. 

I  never  pay  much  attention  to  droopy 
winged  chicks.  I  raise  all  my  chicks 
in  a  brooder  house,  and  have  little  or 
no  trouble  in  growing  them  good  and 


COBURN'S 


BARRED  PliY- 
    MOUTH  ROCKS 

and  WHITE  WTAXDOTTES 

Bred  for  utility  and  beauty  combined.  Young 
and  old  stock  for  sale  that  Tvill  0ve  you  good 
layers  and  table  poultrr.    Circular  fre"e. 
F.A.  P.  Coburn  E— 759  Stevens  St.,  LoweU,  Mass. 


600  YEARLING  HENS 

350  Pullets  and  500  Cockerels 

5!^^Must  be  sold  at  once. 

18  varieties  of  chickens,  ducks,  guineas  and  tur- 
keys. Have  a  Bronze  turkey  gobbler  three  years 
old  (weight  50  pounds),  for  sale.  Describe "yoiir 
wants  and  I  will  name  vou  prices. 

JAMES  M.  S:>IITH.  P.  O.  Box  50, 
Perkiomenville,  (Montgomery  County),  Penna. 

May  Hatched  Ducklings 

from  our  best  strain  of  improved  Pekins,  at  gl.SO 
each.  Good  breeding  stock  that  will  make  8  to  10 
pounders.  Remember  our  Pekins  begin  to  lay  in 
November  and  December,  so  get  them  early  to  be 
ready  for  business.  They  will  lay  more  eggs  than 
your'  best  hens,  and  prove  the  most  profitable  of 
ijoultry.  Try  them,  but  be  quick,  or  we  may  be  sold 
out.  Shipped  at  single  express  rates,  and  safe 
arrival  guaranteed.  Address, 

MARYBROOK  RANCH, 

J.  ]\IACFLICKI^■GER,  Prop.  Fannettsburg,  Pa. 


^^tf  ^^tf  ^^tf     ^^tf     ^^tf  ^^tf  ^^tf  ^dtf 

I  Banner  Egg  Food  and  Tonic  | 

is  a  necessity  to  every  poultry  keeper,  for  both  large  and  small  flocks. 
As  the  winter  approaches,  the  price  of  eggs  increases,  and  this  food  if 
fed  to  your  chickens  in  their  morning  mash,  will  almost  double  the  egg 
yield,  as  everybody  who  has  used  it  can  tell  you.  Last  season  we  sold 
over  5000  lbs.,  which  proves  that  Banner  Egg  Food  and.  Tonic  is 
what  it  is  represented  to  be— The  Best  Egg  Producer  and  Health 
Preserver  Ever  Sold.  Give  it  a  trial  and  you  will  be  convinced  that 
what  it  has  done  for  others  it  will  certainly  do  for  you. 

Price  one  lb.  can,  25c.,  five  cans,  $1.00.   One  case,  24  one  lb. 
cans,  $4.00.  Sample  can  FREE. 

SPECIAL  NOTICE:    For  the  month  of  November  we  will  sell 

a  1  lb.  can  for  15e.,  or  7  cans  for  $1.00. 
Orders  booked  in  advance. 


»> 


Excelsior  Wire  and  Poultry  Supply  Co.,  ^ 

W.  V.  RUSS,  Proprietor.         28  Vesey  St.,  New  York  City.  ^ 

New  York  and  Export  Agents  for  the  Prairie  State  Incubators  and  Brooders. 
Send  for  our  Illustrated  Catalogrue  FREE. 
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vigorous.  I  think  that  droopy  chicks 
are  caused  by  vermin,  when  they  are 
raised  by  hens  which  are  not  suffi- 
ciently looked  after,  or  by  some  simi- 
lar cause  which  saps  their  young 
strength.  When  neglected  to  such  an 
extent  I  would  let  them  go,  and  start 
over.  To  get  good  birds,  grow  them 
from  start  to  finish,  and  don't  let  them 
get  droopy.  You  can  do  it  if  you  will. 
— Ezra  Cornell,  Ithaca,  N.  Y. 

I  cut — never  pull — the  wing  feathers  and 
tail  of  breeds  mentioned.  I  cut  them 
before  they  droop,  as  you  know  it  is 
easier  to  prevent  than  to  cure.  If  you 
pull  them  you  might  injure  the  socket 
where  the  feather  grows.  A  new 
feather  will  grow  in  the  socket,  but  it 
will  generally  be  without  color.  Na- 
ture seems  to  say  it  is  hard  work  to 
grow  a  feather  after  such  treatment, 
without  putting  in  the  color.  "When 
out  on  a  perfect  run  it  is  not  necessary 
at  all  times.  You  must  judge  by  body 
growth.— Jf^.       Kulp,  Pottstown,  Pa. 

We  make  it  a  practice  to  clip  off  the 
ends  of  the  flight  feathers  on  all  chicks 
when  they  are  about  ten  days  old,  and 
think  it  is  a  great  help  in  a  general 
way,  for  it  retards  the  growth  of  the 
wings.  However,  if  the  wings  grow 
faster  than  balance  of  the  chick,  there 
is  always  a  cause.  The  three  princi- 
pal causes  of  the  trouble  are,  ist,  their 
feed;  2d,  improper  heat  or  exposure  ; 
3d,  lack  of  exercise.  With  a  close 
watch  on  these  essential  points,  very 
little  trouble  will  be  found  with  the 
chick's  wings. — C.  E.  Hozvell,  Elmira, 
N.  Y. 

Feed  often  and  regularly  on  nourishing 
food,  not  more  than  the  chicks  will 
eat  readily.  Accustom  them  to  a 
variety  of  foods  as  early  as  possible. 
When  chicks  get  weak  I  have  found 
clear  cornmeal,  moistened  with  raw 
egg  (just  enough  egg  to  make  it 
cruml3ly)  excellent  to  revive  them, 
but  think  it  would  not  be  good  for  a 
steady  food.  I  do  not  have  any  trouble 
with  Miiiorca  chicks  getting  weak  if 
they  are  well  fed,  regularly.  They 
grow  rapidly,  but  are  so  hardy  that 
they  do  not  weaken  like  some  other 
breeds.  I  think  that  when  the  wings 
of  chicks  outgrow  some  other  parts  of 
the  body  it  indicates  a  state  of  partial 
starvation.  Small  chicks  need  more 
carbonaceous  food  to  keep  up  warmth 
and  vitality,  than  mature  fowls,  pro- 
portionally. Therefore  one  need  not 
feed  sparingly  of  cornmeal  or  cracked 
corn,  but  as  I  said  before  a  mixed  diet 
is  needed.— G^c.  H.  Northup,  Race- 
ville,  N.  Y. 

Is  it  the  rapid  growth  of  the  wing  feath- 
ers which  causes  the  cliick  to  droop? 
Is  it  not  that  the  body  fails  to  develop 
as  it  should?  Don't  you  think  there 
is  something  wrong  in  the  manage- 
ment that  produces  such  forlorn  spec- 
imens of  chickhood,  as  your  question 
calls  to  mind  ?  Some  people  clip  their 
wings.  Why?  I  cannot  imagine.  If 
they  are  too  heavy  for  their  owners  to 
carry  around  in  their  normal  position, 
the  best  plan  in  my  opinion  is  to  dis- 
pose of  the  chickens;  they  won't 
amount  to  much  if  they  do  live  to 
maturity.  Compare  that  chick  whose 
wings  hang  loosely  at  its  side,  with 
one  who  carries  them  folded  close  to 


its  body.  Take  them  in  your  hands, 
notice  the  difference  in  the  weight, 
feel  how  sharp  and  bony  is  the  breast 
of  one,  and  how  plump  the  other. 
Look  at  their  legs — it  will  take  both 
of  the  one  to  equal  in  size  the  strong, 
thick  shank  of  the  other.  How  weak 
the  bird  is  ;  it  scarcely  moves  when 
you  grasp  it.  And  the  other :  Why 
you  can  feel  every  muscle  struggling 
in  your  hands.  It  is  full  of  life  and 
strength.  Give  them  their  liberty : 
The  droopy  one  goes  a  little  way  and 
stands  exhausted.  Those  dreadful 
wings  seem  to  bear  him  down  to  the 
ground.  The  other  chick  darts  from 
your  hands  the  moment  you  relax 
your  hold,  and  flies  from  the  restraint 
which  was  so  hateful  to  his  vigorous 
little  body.  Don't  you  think  it  would 
be  cruel  to  prolong  the  existence  of  a 
chick  so  puny  that  it  can't  sustain  the 
weight  of  its  own  feathers?  It  cer- 
tainly won't  pay  to  raise  it. — Anon. 
*** 

FEEDING  BROILERS. 

What  food  do  you  find  best  for  broilers  from  one 
day  old  to  market  age,  and  how  often  do  you 
feed  per  day? 

Feed  five  times  at  start ;  later  three 
times. —  W.  R.  Cnrtiss  &  Co.,  Ran- 
somville,  N.  Y. 

I  find  that  there  are  less  losses  when 
fed  on  dry  feed,  but  I  like  a  variety, 
say  cracked  wheat,  cracked  corn,  and 
cracked  oats,  or  hulled  oats.  But  when 
it  comes  to  fattening,  I  like  scalded 
feed.—/.  H.Seely,  Poughkeepsie,  N.Y. 

I  keep  fine  grit  and  oyster  shell  on  the 
brooder  floor.  The  feed  for  the  first 
10  days  are  equal  parts  bread  crumbs, 
bran,  rolled  oats  and  millet  seed. 
After  10  days  equal  parts  cornmeal, 


bran  and  sifted  oat  feed,  and  five  per 
cent  meat  meal. — E.  Bause,  New  Ber- 
lin, Pa. 

When  obtainable,  I  use  stale  baker's 
bread,  moistened  in  milk,  for  the  first 
week  or  two.  Then  gradually  change 
to  cornmeal,  wheat  bran,  ground  oats, 
eqvial  parts,  and  10  per  cent  of  ground 
meat,  moistened  to  a  crumbly  mass ; 
with  cracked  corn,  wheat,  etc.,  once 
or  twice  a  day.  I  begin  by  feeding 
about  every  two  hours,  or  even  less, 
and  feed  five  times  a  day  until  ready 
for  market.— E.  Slevenson,  Colum- 
bus, N.  J. 

I  start  all  my  chicks  on  rolled  oats,  dry, 
and  when  they  are  a  week  old  I  give 
them  a  mash  made  of  American  Poul- 
try Food,  clover  meal  and  animal 
meal.  I  feed  five  times  a  day  at  first, 
quantity  only  such  as  they  will  clean 
up  promptly,  gradually  decreasing 
the  number  of  times  I  feed,  as  they 
grow  older.  I  add  powdered  charcoal 
to  the  mash  twice  a  week,  and  keep 
grit  and  water  at  hand  all  the  time. — 
Wm.  H.  Child,  Glenside,  Pa. 

The  first  three  days  stale  bread  soaked 
in  milk  and  squeezed  dry  is  kept  be- 
fore them.  Commence  on  the  fourth 
day  to  feed  one  part  each  of  meal, 
bran,  brown  middlings,  western  ground 
oats.  Thoroughly  scalded,  and  fed 
four  times  a  day  until  two  weeks  old. 

BUFF  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS  exclusively. 
Utility  and  Beauty  combined.  Choice  young 
stock  for  sale.  One  cock  (1  year),  ^5.00.  "We  also 
have  ten  cdckerels  which  have  little  too  much  black 
in  wini;  and  t;iil,  at  each  if  taken  at  once.  Will 
make  good  breeders, weigh  over  5  lbs.  If  better  birds 
wanted  write  for  prices.    Ford  Bros.,  Oak  Hill,  N.  Y. 

WTTTTT^T?    PLYMOUTH  ROCKS 
»  Xll  X  JCJ  Exclusively. 
Stock  and  Eggs  for  sale  at  reasonable  prices. 

HANCOCK  &  CHILD,  Salem,  N.  .J. 


HEAYY  LAYING  BRAHMAS, 

(HARTNEST  STRAIN.) 
Bred  for  generations  from  prolific  laying  hens,  (with  known  individual  high  egg 
records),  mated  to  sons  of  heavy  layers.   Certificate  of  Pedigree  furnished  each  pur- 
chaser, showing  number  of  eggs  laid  by  dam,  weight  of  dam,  weight  of  dam's  egg, 
score,  and  other  information  of  value. 

Bny  Now  and  Save  IVIoney. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Framingham,  Mass. 


"The  Early  Bird  Catches  the  Worm, 

HART   NEST  YARDS, 


Hatch  Chickens  by  Steam 

with  the  simple,  perfect,  self-regulating  \ 

EXCELSIOR  Incuba 


Lowest-priced 

•«»■'  first-cla.ss 
hatcher  made,  l 


Thousands  in  successful  operation 
--^  Guaranteed  to  hatch  a  larger 
percentage  of  iertile  eggs,  at 
iess  cost,  than  any  other  hatcher. 


I  The  WOODEN  HEN 

S  the  most  efficient  incubator  for  raising  poultry  on  a  small  scale  ever 
S  invented.  A  perfect  hatcher — automatic,  self-reguiating.thorough 
^  iy  constructed, fully  guaranteed.  SO  egg  capacity.   Catalogs  free. 

«  GEO.  H.  STAHL.  sor/Man'ufaaurer  114-122  S.  6th  St.,  Quincy,  III. 


if  you  can  only  get  enough  of  them  at  the  lowest  cost.   GREEN  CUT  BONE 

solves  the  problem.  It  doublet!  the  eesr  product.  It  makes  hens  lay  in  the  dead  of 
winter  when  eggs  are  worth  money.  It  keeps  the  hen  laying.  It  makes  chicks  grow 
fast  and  mature  early,  and  makes  early  layers  of  the  pullets. 

ANN'S  New  Bone  Cutters 

prepare  bone  in  the  best  way.   Cut  fast,  run  easy,  last  long.    Ma  nn'S  Clover 
I Cutterst  Granite  Crystal  Gritand  Swinging  Feed  Trays  areallneees- 
gi^^  sary  to  highest  success.  Cash  or  installments.     Illustrated  cataloerue  sent  Freea 
iH'u  -W.  ■Oa.A.SSSS  OO.,  Box  67,  BflnCIj:F'OH.I>5,  MASS. 

JOSEPH  BKECK  &  SONS,  are  our  Boston  Jobbers. 
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Tlieu  to  above  mixture  I  add  a  part 
each  of  cut  clover  aud  meat  meal,  up 
to  8  weeks  of  age.  Then  leave  out 
the  bran,  and  make  it  two  parts  coru- 
ineal,  and  iu  place  of  oats  add  cotton 
seed  meal,  iiutil  the  chicks  are  teu 
weeks  old.  I  keep  before  them  char- 
coal and  grit,  or  mix  it  with  the  mash, 
The  last  week  I  salt  the  mash  a  little 
more  to  my  taste. —  I^Vju.  H.Jones, 
Lincoln  University,  Pa. 
The  first  day  I  give  nothing  but  wheat 
bran  to  peck  at.  The  next  day  I  feed 
rolled  oats,  and  continue  to  feed  it  un- 
til the  chicks  are  lo  days  old,  keeping 
dry  bran,  charcoal  and  fine  oyster 
shell  by  them  all  the  time.  I  feed 
every  two  hours,  just  what  they  will 
eat  up  clean.  After  lo  days  I  feed  a 
moist  mash  in  the  morning  and  eve- 
ning, composed  of  cornmeal,  mid- 
dlings, bran,  and  ground  corn  and  oats, 
with  meat  scraps  in  proportion  to  the 
age  of  the  chicks.  At  noon  I  feed 
wheat  or  cracked  corn,  and  keep  green 
stuff  by  them  so  they  can  eat  all  they 
w^ant  until  the  last  two  weeks.  Then 
they  are  fed  all  the  celery  they  can 
eat.  On  this  diet  they  thrive  well, 
and  iu  8  or  lo  weeks  you  will  have 
fine  broilers,  weighing  from  one  and  a 
half  to  two  pounds  a  piece. — Geo.  G. 
Harley,  Hammonton,  N.  J. 

I  will  have  to  repeat  part  of  an  article  I 
wrote  for  the  May  Poultry  Keeper.  If 
chickens,  or  eggs  as  you  may  want  it, 
are  incubated  properly,  there  is  little 
difference  how  or  what  they  are  fed  ; 
they  will  grow,  all  things  properly 

■  considered.  If  they  are  improperly 
incubated  the  devil  himself,  or  any 
other  judicial  person,  cannot  raise 
them.  Try  it,  if  you  don't  believe  it. 
Now  why  do  I  say  this  ?  Because  I 
have  found  there  is  a  great  difference. 
If  carbonic  acid  gas  is  allowed  to  re- 
main in  an  incubator,  and  the  eggs  are 
allowed  to  float  in  this  foul  air  for 
three  weeks,  what  is  to  hinder  the 
chicks  from  being  poisoned  ?  This  is 
the  cause  of  the  thousands  of  chicks 
that  die,  and  people  think  it  is  the 
feed.  Remove  the  difficulty  in  the 
start,  and  you  will  raise  most  all  your 
chickens,  regardless  of  your  feeding. 
Of  course,  feed  with  some  reason. 
Always  be  careful  not  to  feed  too 
much.  In  my  eight  years  experience 
I  have  spent  over  |3,ooo  in  experi- 
menting on  feeding  little  chicks,  and 
could  not  succeed  until  I  turned  my 
attention  to  the  incubator,  and  there  I 
found  my  trouble.  Some  scientific 
persons  advocate  a  theory  about  car- 
bonic acid  gas,  yet  this  is  only  a  theory. 
All  theories  won't  demonstrate  practi- 
cal facts.  By  removing  this  gas  your 
chicks  will  be  healthy,  and  can  be  eas- 
ily raised  regardless  of  feed.  You  ask 
how  is  the  best  way  to  feed  little 
chicks?  When  properly  hatched  I 
feed  rolled  oats  for  three  days.  After 
that  I  feed  a  little  cooked  feed  to  com- 
mence on,  and  gradually  increase  the 
amount  until  they  will  take  all  cooked 
feed.  My  cooked  feed  is  bran,  corn- 
meal,  meat  meal  and  clover  hay.  I 
say  cooked,  but  it  is  only  steamed.  I 
have  a  tank  connected  with  my  brood- 
er stove,  and  through  this  the  water 
circulates,  the  same  as  in  the  brooder. 
The  feed  fed  in  the  morning  remains 


in  the  cooker  over  night,  aud  that  fed 
at  night  remains  in  all  day.  Not  being 
able  to  generate  much  heat  in  a  brood- 
stove,  it  takes  about  12  hours  to  cook 
the  feed. —  W.  M.  Rand,  Franklin,  Ind. 
I  feed  steel-cut  oatmeal,  B  grade,  scat- 
tered in  cut  clover  hay,  as  soon  as  the 
chicks  appear  hungry,  about  a  teas- 
poonful  to  15  chicks,  fed  about  every 
two  hours.  When  three  days  old  I 
alternate  with  bread  crumbs,  not 
moistened.  The  room  where  the  meal 
is  kept  is  infested  with  cockroaches, 
and  my  little  boy  sets  traps  for  them, 
feeding  them  alive  (the  hen  kills 
them).  These  are  evidently  consid- 
ered a  great  delicacy.  They  certainly 
promote  quick  growth.  When  a  week 
old  whole  wheat  is  given  once  a  day, 
scattered  in  the  hay.  Sometimes 
cracked  corn  is  fed,  when  I  add  grit. 
The  latter  is  not  really  needed  at  first, 
both  wheat  and  oatmeal  being  so  soft- 
ened in  the  crop,  by  the  digestive 
juices,  as  to  need  little  or  no  tritura- 
tion in  the  gizzard.  Corn,  however, 
requires  it.  Up  to  this  age  the  chicks  ' 
and  their  mother  have  been  kept  in  a 
large  box  in  a  sunny  window  of  a  warm 
room  (if  hatched  early).  They  are 
then  removed  to  a  warm  coop,  placed 
on  a  little  knoll  in  a  sunny  corner  of  a 
yard  where  rye  has  been  sown  some- 
time before  freezing  weather  set  in.  I 
havn't  any  grass,  but  generally  man- 
age to  procure  some  nice  tender  blades 
and  fresh  green  clover  for  them  every 
day,  after  a  week  old  ;  they  also  eat 
some  of  the  rye.  I  sow  clover  seed  as 
soon  as  the  ground  cracks,  and  they 
eat  the  first  leaves  that  make  their 
appearance.  When  ten  days  old  I 
prepare  a  mash  of  clover  hay,  oatmeal 
and  bran  for  their  breakfast,  giving 
not  quite  as  much  as  they  would  eat. 
Clean  water  is  always  before  them 
from  the  first  day.  A  handful  of  wheat 
or  rye  is  scattered  around  iu  the  grow- 
ing rye,  to  keep  them  busy.  I  find  in 
one  of  my  books  this  bill  of  fare  for 


At  6.30  a. 
scattered)  ; 
hay,  bran, 
,  cut  clover 


chicks  two  months  old 
m.,  cracked  corn  (well 
8.30  a.  m.,  mash — clover 
oat  and  cornmeal ;  9  a.  m. 
and  grass  ;  12  ra.,  oats  or  cracked  corn; 
3  p.  m.,  scalded  oatmeal  (fed  warm)  ; 
4 'p.  m.,  wheat  (scattered);  6  p.  m., 
oatmeal,  dry  (all  they  can  eat).  At 
three  months  feed  mash  in  morning ; 
green  clover  9  a.  m.;  oats,  cracked 
corn  or  wheat  at  noon  ;  scalded  oat- 
meal at  4 ;  and  all  three  grains  at 
night.  Range  limited.  Cockerels 
crowing  at  10  weeks  ;  weighed  2  lbs., 
dressed,  at  12  weeks. — Anon. 


NEW  SYMPOSIUM  QUESTIONS. 

We  ask  our  readers  the  following  ques- 
tions. Send  in  replies  as  promptly  as 
possible  : 

18.  Does  the  deep  keel  in  ducks  really 
increase  the  quantity  of  meat  in  the 
carcass,  or  is  it  nothing  more  than  a 
cony  protuberance  ? 

19.  What  method  do  you  adopt  to  re- 
duce surplus  fat  in  your  breeding 
stock  ? 

Double   Thick  Tarred  Roofing 

75  cents  per  roll  of  108  sq.  ft.  2-ply  ^1.00,  .3-ply  .?1.25. 
We  have  over  20  kinds  of  Roofina:  and  Sheathiufjs. 
Write  how  much  you  want  and  get  prices.  Freight 
paid.     JAS.  S.  CASE,  Box  407,  Colchester,  Conn. 


when  fed  with  the  things 
eggs  are  made  of.  Eggs 
are  principally  albumen, 
produced  by  the  hens  from 
the  protein  they  absorb 
from  their  food. 

Bowker^s  Animal  Meal  gives 
the  hen  more  protein  and  other  egg- 
making  material  than  any  other 
similar  food.  Always  sold  in  yellow 
bags  and  yellow  packages. 

For  sale  by  dealers  and  by 
the  manufadlurers.  Large  pack- 
age 25  6ls.    Pamphlet  free. 

Seven  second  hand  "Peep-O-Day"  Brooders  at 
^8.00  each.   Two  new  ones  at  glO.OO  each. 

CHARLES  C.  RYDER,  Cummaquid,  Mass. 

Closing  Out  Sale 

NIAGARA  FARai. 

Well-bred  Mammoth  Pekin  Dncks  and  Pure  A^  hite 
Wvandottes,  exclusively.  A  few  Cockerels  and 
Ducks  at  ,f!1.00  to  ^2.00 "each.  Belgian  Hares  ,'?1.00 
each.  We  otfer  our  entire  stock  of  S.  C.  White  l^eg- 
horns,  Lisht  Brahmas,  White  Embdeu  Geese.  White 
Holland  Turkevs,  White  Indian  Games,  at  SI. (Mi  to 
,?;j.00  each.  Green  Cut  Clover  ready  for  tise.  gil.2o 
per  100  lbs.  Prairie  State  Brooder,  complete,  ;!20.00. 
W.  R.  CURTISS  &  CO., 

(Circular).  Ransomville.  N.  Y. 

"Best  Liver  PiU  Made." 

arsons' 

Positively  cure  biliousness  and  sick  headache, 
li  ver  aud  bowel  complaiuts.  They  expel  all  i  mini  rities 
from  the  blood.  Delicate  women  find  relief  from 
usingthem.  Price  25  cts. ;  five  $1.00.  Pamphlet  free. 
I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  22  Custom  House  St.,Bostoa. 

ORR'S'GLEARGRIT  L^tr 
Crushed  Oyster  Shells,  500  lbs.  $3;  1001bs.75c.  Cut  Clover, 
(best  cured)  100  lbs.  $2;  501bs.  $1.00.  Meat  and  Bone  Meal. 
100  lbs..  |2.00;  50  lbs.  $1.10.  Orr's  Eg^  Producer,  (a  mixed 
grain  and  mea,  food)  100  lbs.  81.50.  POULTRY  SUPPLIES  OF  ALL 
KINDS.  Ask  for  prices  of  what  yon  want.  White  Crested  Black  and 
Bufi  Laced  Polish.  White  Indian  Games.  White  Wyandottes.  In- 
dian Runner  Ducks.  The  Lefrhoms  of  the  duck  family.  White  Cochin 
Bantams.    Send  for  circulars.    I  can  save  you  money  onevery  order. 

LINCOLN  ORR,  ORR'S  MILLS,  N.  Y. 
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Sixteen 
Pages ! 


EDITORIAL. 

As  A  Few  Hens  bows  to  its 
readers  this  month,  it  must  beg 
pardon  if,  in  its  joy,  it  may  raise 


And  Only  a  Little 
Over  a  Year  Old ! 


40,000  or  50,000 
Circulation. 


a  regular  "college  yell."  The  truth  is, 
we  are  as  proud  of  the  success  of  our 
venture  as  a  boy  is  with  his  first  pair  of 
boots.    Sixteen  pages — 

But  this  is  not  a  per- 
manent enlargement 
— at  least  not  just  yet. 
It  is  made  to  accommodate  the  big  rush 
of  advertising.  But  we  will  continue 
our  present  size  just  so  long  as  the  ad- 
vertising demands  it. 

You  see,  our  first  aim  is  to  present 
about  the  same  amount  of  reading  mat- 
ter each  month,  and  we  will  go  back  to 
the  twelve  pages  again  just  as  soon  as 
the  transient  advertising  contracts  run 
out. 

It  is  really  surprising 
to  see  how  the  sub- 
scriptions roll  in.  A 
sample  copy  almost  invariably  brings  a 
subscription.  That  has  been  our  ex- 
perience ever  since  the  first  number  was 
sent  out.  And  now  to  run  up  the  actual 
paid  subscription  list  larger  than  any 
other  poultry  publication,  we  will  print 
not  less  than  40,000  copies — probably 
50,000  copies — of  our  December  issue. 
You  will  want  to  send  in  your  adver- 
tisements early  for  that  number,  for 
there  will  be  a  big  rush.  We  are  going 
to  keep  on  pushing  hard — by  making 
each  number  better,  and  by  getting  out 
big  editions  to  send  broadcast  over  the 
country.  A  Few  HenS  subscribers  are 
located  not  only  in  every  State  and 
section  of  the  Union,  but  in  all  the  for- 
eign countries  where  poultry  culture  is 
recognized.  Those  who  laughed  at  our 
humble  efforts  as  we  branched  out  a 
little  over  a  year  ago — are  already  look- 
ing very  solemn.  We  want  them  to  join 
us  in 

Why  not  share  each 
others  joys?  Why  not 
rejoice  at  prosperity  no 
matter  where  it  strikes?  Selfishness 
will  never  build  up  good  times.  A  Few 
Hens  is  a  business  concern — strictly 
business.  We  are  at  your  service — and 
in  "that  college  yell,"  if  you  are  with 
us,  we  will  tell  our  thousands  and  tens 
of  thousands  of  readers  what  you  have 
to  sell. 


That  College 
Yell! 


«.Tvr  *  I  •  •  Those  few  words, 
"My  Advertismi;  in  ^         i_      t->    t  • 

A  FEW  HENS  is  ^^^^  US  by  D  Lin- 
PayinsMe."  ^olu    Orr,  Orr's 

Mills,  N.  Y.,  speak 
volumes.  What  more  can  be  asked  ? 
What  more  can  be  done  by  any  paper  ? 
And  here  is  C.  Gross,  Bebra,  Mo.,  who 
has  been  in  our 
advertising  col-  ^^^^  ^^^^ 
umns  almost  from 


first-class  Advertis- 
ing Medium." 


"A  FEW  HENS 
is  a  Business 
Getter." 


"Sold  100  Birds  to  one 
Party  Through  A 
FEW  HENS. 
She  is  all 


the  first,  who  says 

It  is  a  fact  that  A  Few  Hens  has 
opened  the  eyes  of  many  who  consid- 
ered it  "thin  ice." 

We  aim  to  make  bus- 
iness for  those  who  ad- 
vertise with  us.  The 
breeder  of  thorough- 
bred stock  will  find  ready  customers  in 
our  family.  Our  readers  buy  fowls  like 
the  farmer  buys  cows.  The  farmer  wants 
a  milk  record  in  preference  to  high 
scores ;  our  poultrymen  want  eggs  in- 
stead of  fancy  points.  Both  the  farmer 
and  our  poultrymen  want  thorough- 
breds, but  they  have  no  use  for  such 
poultry  as  are  a  mere  show  with  noth- 
ing practical  to  recommend  them. 

A  Few  Hens  calls  attention  to  the 
present  large  advertising  patronage 
it  enjoys.  As  nearly  all  those  who  ad- 
vertised last  year  are  with  us  again, 
it  proves  that  we  are  pub-  Bringing 
lishing  a  medium  that  is    Good  Kesults. 

Here  is  another  case  in  point :  It 
comes  just  as  we  are  writing  this  talk — 
and  it  conies  from  that  well-known  and 
reliable  concern,  W.  R.  Curtiss  &  Co., 
proprietors  of  Niagara  Farm,  Ransom- 
ville,  N.  Y.: 

Messrs  Curtiss 
have  been  adver- 
tisers   with  us 
almost  from  the 
right."  start,    and  the 

first  month  they 
advertised  they  realized  enough  to  pay 
for  six  months  space.  Each  issue  our 
circulation  increases.  New  subscribers 
are  coming  in  every  day,  and  renewals 
are  promptly  made.  A  Few  Hens  holds 
its  old  subscribers.  They  cannot  afford 
to  drop  it  from  their  list.  This  is  no  idle 
talk — they^;ell  us  so.  Every  month  we 
give  a  list  of  the  strongest  kind  of  testi- 
monials— and  they  are  all  iresh—afid 
we  donH  need  to  republish  old  ones  to 
keep  up  the  list. 

*** 

We  have  room  for  but  a  few  testimon- 
ials this  month,  but  what  we  do  publish 
show  in  what  high  esteem  A  Few  Hens 
is  held  by  its  subscribers  : 

Walter  P.  Laird,  Virginia,  writes: 
"Am  just  in  receipt  of  A  Few  Hens.  It 
is  chuckful  of  good,  hard,  practical  ex- 
perience, and  really  contains  more  hard 
sense  than  the  half  dozen  poultry  jour- 
nals I  take." 

N.  E.  Barton,  New  York,  writes  :  "A 
Few  Hens  is  the  best  poultry  paper  I 
take.  It  is  meat  from  the  first  page  to 
the  last,  and  is  eagerly  looked  for  each 
month." 

Mrs.  A.  C.  Moore,  Texas,  writes:  "I 
am  a  subscriber  to  your  most  valuable 
paper,  and  though  I  keep  but  'a  few 
hens'  I  find  great  help  from  your  jour- 
nal.   I  also  take    ,  but  do  not 

like  it  so  well  as  A  Few  Hens.  All  of 
us  poultry  people  are  not  posted  in  latin, 


but  we  know  lice  from  mites.  I  hope 
you  may  long  be  spared  to  edit  that  val- 
uable little  paper." 

W.  W.  Tuttle,  Maine,  writes:  "I 
have  taken  your  valuable  paper  ever 
since  the  first  issue,  and  consider  it  the 
best  poultry  paper  published  for  the 
money." 

Mrs.  A.  J.  Clark,  New  Hampshire, 
writes:  "We  study  A  Few  Hens 
thoroughly  every  month,  and  claim  it 
stands  next  to  Farm-Potiltry — usually 
even  better."  That  testimonial  answers 
Mr.  Hunter's  query  which  paper  "comes 
within  gun  shot"  of  Far^n-Poultry. 

R.  H.  Young,  Kentucky,  writes  :  "I 
have  been  taking  your  paper  A  Few 
Hens,  for  about  a  year.  I  do  not  want 
to  miss  a  single  number  as  they  are 
worth  their  weight  in  gold.  I  consider 
it  the  best  poultry  paper  published." 

W.  J.  Birdsall,  New  Jersey,  writes: 
"My  wife  and  I  have  become  very  much 
interested  in  A  Few  Hens,  as  we  are 
constantly  finding  new  points  whereby 
we  are  helped  in  the  care  of  our  chick- 
ens. We  wish  you  success  in  placing 
your  paper  in  the  hands  of  all  who  raise 
chickens, whether  for  pleasure  or  profit." 

Aug.  D.  Arnold,  importer,  exporter 
and  breeder  of  high-class  Buff  Leghorns, 
Dillsburg,  Pa.,  writes:  "I  think  your 
A  Few  Hens  a  grand  journal  in  its  line, 
and  more  general  information,  useful  to 
the  fancier  and  business  breeder,  can  be 
found  in  a  single  number  than  in  a 
dozen  numbers  of  the  average  poultry 
journal." 

L.  W.  Barber,  of  the  Standard  Car 
Truck  Co.,  Chicago,  Ills.,  writes:  "A 
Few  Hens  contains  more  solid,  com- 
monsense  reading  matter  to  the  square 
inch  than  any  other  paper  published." 

Thos.  Wilson,  Massachusetts,  in  pre- 
senting a  year's  subscription  to  A  Few 
Hens,  to  a  friend  writes  :  "Mr.  John- 
son is  a  busy  man,  and  your  paper  will 
just  suit  him,  as  it  goes  straight  to  the 
point." 

Robt.  A.  Hollingsworth,  Maryland, 
writes:  "I  think  A  Few  Hens  is  just 
the  thing,  as  I  am  heartily  tired  of  read- 
ing poultry  papers  which  devote  almost 
their  entire  space  to  birds  that  score  so 
many  points,  and  usually  lay  so  few 
eggs.  I  think  practical  poultry  keeping 
is  the  kind  that  lasts." 


A  fancier  writes  us  that  when  he  saw 
the  first  issue  of  A  Few  Hens,  this 
notice  caught  his  eye  : 

"A  Few  Hens  believes  in  thorough- 
bred stock  and  strictly  first-class  crosses. 
It  does  not  favor  high-class  Standard- 
bred  birds  for  utility.  It  will  not  de- 
vote any  of  its  columns  to  the  fancy, 
leaving  that  for  journals  better  adapted 
for  that  work." 

He  had  intended  advertising  with  us, 
but  that  notice  gave  him  the  impression 
that  the  paper  was  to  be  devoted  to 
common  hens. 

There  is  nothing  in  that  clipping  that 
should  lead  any  one  to  believe  that  A 
Few  Hens  intended  booming  mongrel- 
ism.  It  plainly  says  we  believe  in  thor- 
oughbred stock.  It  also  says  that  w-e 
believe  in  strictly  first-class  crosses, 
which  means  a  crossing  of  two  distinct 
families  of  thoroughbreds.  The  clip^ 
ping  says  "it  does  not  favor  high -class 
Standard-bred  birds  for  utility,"  and  it 
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does  not.  Many,  very  many  of  the  fan- 
ciers are  compelled  to  mate  birds  that 
will  come  nearest  the  Standard  require- 
ments, in  order  to  gain  the  "desirable 
points."  In  order  to  obtain  these 
"points"  never  for  a  moment  is  the  mat- 
ter of  her  laying  taken  into  considera- 
tion. It  is  the  Standard  markings  that 
they  are  after,  and  not  "of  what  value 
are  they  for  eggs." 

A  hen,  for  instance,  can  be  strictly 
thoroughbred,  and  yet  if  it  has  a  dis- 
qualification (no  matter  how  slight)  it 
will  lose  its  bearing  as  a  Stand ard-hvedL 
— and  yet  that  bird  may  be  the  best 
layer  in  the  flock.  Is  that  hen  to  be 
discarded  for  that  mishap?  Fanciers 
say  Yes;  we  say  No.  We  want  utility 
to  take  the  first  seat,  and  fancy  the  next, 
and  that  is  what  thoroughbred  poultry 
in  the  future  will  be. 

*** 

Capt.  Wm.  C.  Casey,  proprietor  of  the 
Aratoma  Farm,  Katonah,  N.  Y.,  is  start- 
ing "an  endless  chain"  for  A  Few  Hens. 
In  other  words,  he  subscribed  for  A  Few 
Hens,  and  then  he  passed  his  copy  to 
another  gentleman  with  a  request  to 
subscribe,  and  that  gentleman  told 
another,  and  so  on  we  expect  it  to  go, 
until  there  will  be  "an  endless  chain"  of 
subscribers  all  coming  from  the  Cap- 
tain's first  subscription.  "Do  you  see 
what  I  am  doing  for  you,"  the  Captain 
writes.  We  do,  and  we  see  an  endless 
amount  of  good  that  will  come  from  that 
"endless  chain."  Now  here  is  a  hint. 
Cannot  our  subscribers,  each  and  every 
one  of  them  start  up  similar  "endless 
chains"  ?  We  want  to  make  A  Few 
Hens  second  to  none,  and  we  want  to 
have  the  largest  subscription  list,  and 
such  work  by  our  friends  will  do  it.^ 
Here  is  an  extract  from  the  letter  that 
started  Capt.  Casey's  novel  work  : 

''My  Dear  Capt.  Casey:  Thank  you 
very  much  for  this  sample  copy  of  A 
Few  Hens.  I  am  sending  my  subscrip- 
tion at  once,  and  I  shall  pass  this  copy 
on." 

*** 

To  tell  of  the  well-known  commission 
firm  of  W.  H.  Rudd,  Son  &  Co.,  of  Bos- 
ton, or  of  the  famous  Orrocco  Farm  of 
W.  H.  Rudd  &  Son,  So.  Natick,  Mass., 
is  very  much  like  heralding  news  already 
known.  But  in  our  notings  of  poultry 
firms  and  the  work  they  are  doing,  we 
would  have  these  sketches  incomplete 
did  we  not  give  a  few  lines  to  these  well- 
known  institutions.  While  living  in 
New  England,  we  more  than  once  en- 
joyed the  pleasure  of  inspecting  the 
Orrocco  Farm,  its  stock,  and  its  polite 
and  business-like  proprietors.  And 
while  in  Boston  enjoyed  a  treat  of  look- 
ing through  the  various  departments  in 
their  commission  house.  The  senior 
member  of  this  firm  has  for  years 
been  closely  identified  with  poultry 
work.  Without  a  doubt,  he  is  one  of 
the  leaders  in  poultry  knowledge,  and 
it  certainly  does  not  elevate  those  who 
sneeringl}'  make  jest  of  the  wise  sayings 
of  Wm.  H.  Rudd,  in  his  interesting 
Orrocco  Papers.  We  might  here  say 
that  the  27th  Annual  Circular  of  this 
firm  gives  about  all  that  can  be  said 
concerning  the  poultry  farm  and  the 
commission  house.  On  page  61  of  the 
Circular  is  a  good  representation  of  their 
Boston  store,  which  is  on  the  lower 


floor  of  the  Eastern  Cold  Storage  Co.'s 
plant.  We  would  advise  A  Few  Hens 
readers  to  send  to  W.  H.  Rudd  &  Son, 
40  North  St.,  Boston,  Mass.,  for  this  cir- 
cular. It  will  be  sent  for  a  two  cent 
stamp,  if  the  sender  mentions  that  he 
saw  the  notice  in  A  Few  Hens.  It  is  a 
complete  book,  and  its  entire  80  pages 
are  replete  with  interesting  and  valu- 
able information.    Send  for  it. 

*** 

The  first  five  dollars  Geo.  H.  Northup, 
Raceville,  Washington  county,  New 
York,  ever  possessed,  was  earned  by 
himself  working  on  a  farm  for  a  neigh- 
bor when  a  boy.  He  invested  the  whole 
amount  in  a  thoroughbred  hen  and  her 
brood  of  young  chicks,  which  were  about 
three  days  old  at  the  time.  They  were 
Games,  the  only  variety  of  thorough- 
breds of  which  he  then  knew.  He  made 
the  venture  profitable  and  enjoyed  it, 
and  afterwards  changed  from  that  vari- 
ety to  others  as  he  became  acquainted 
with  new  ones,  till  he  had  bred  twenty- 
two  different  varieties.  In  1885  he  had 
so  far  succeeded  that  he  felt  safe  in  offer- 
ing his  stock  for  sale  through  the  ad- 
vertising columns  of  the  poultry  jour- 
nals. In  1886  and  1887,  he  imported  19 
fine  Black  Minorcas  from  England.  He 
was  then  hiring  the  place  on  which  he 
kept  them.  Since  that  time  he  devoted 
most  of  his  time  to  Minorcas,  and  they 
have  been  his  main  source  of  income, 
and  have  enabled  him,  together  with  his 
own  efforts,  to  own  one  of  the  best  equip- 
ped poultry  farms  of  100  acres  in  the 
United  States,  and  some  money  beside. 
Northvip's  Minorcas  are  well  known  in 
nearly  all  parts  of  the  globe.  During 
the  month  of  September  just  passed,  he 
received  four  foreign  orders  as  follows  : 
One  for  South  America,  one  for  South 
Africa,  and  two  for  Bermuda.  During 
the  past  ten  years  he  has  acted  as  judge 
at  many  exhibitions,  giving  the  best  of 
satisfaction.  Mr.  Northup  has  also  orig- 
inated the  Rose  Comb  Black  Minorcas, 
which  are  meeting  with  popular  favor. 
Northup's  Minorcas  are  advertised  in  A 
Few  Hens,  and  we  would  call  our  read- 
ers' attention  to  the  same.    To  get  a  full 


account  of  the  stock,  and  the  extensive 
farm,  Mr.  Northup  will  send  his  com- 
plete catalogue  to  all  who  will  apply 
and  mention  that  they  saw  this  notice 
in  A  Few  Hens. 


W.  M.  Rand,  Franklin,  Indiana,  writes 
A  Few  Hens  that  his  plant  has  not  in- 
creased materially  since  he  started,  but 
his  experience  increased  wonderfully. 
He  says  :  "I  have  been  in  the  business 
for  eight  years,  and  am  still  in  it  to  stay. 
The  reason  I  have  not  increased  my 
capacity  is  my  location  is  so  situated 
that  it  cannot  well  be  done,  and  then  I 
have  some  other  business  that  takes  part 
of  my  time.  Another  thing  I  have  con- 
sidered is  that  I  have  never  had  an  idea 
of  raising  all  of  the  broilers  in  these 
United  States,  therefore  have  been  con- 
tented with  what  I  have.  Since  I  have 
started  I  have  seen  a  number  of  these 
large  establishments  close  up.  In  this 
county  alone  there  have  been  over  50 

Six  Buff  Leghorn  Cockerels 

at  gl.50  each.  Three  pullets,  one  cockerel,  BufE 
Plymouth  Rocks  for  §,1M.  Address, 

P.  T.  HOAGLAND,  Oak  Hill,  N.  Y. 

$2.10  per  Head  Profit. 

Our  White  Wyandotte  record  from  January 
to  Julv,  for  eegs  alone.  Young  cockerels  for  sale 
at  $2.00  each.  MICHAEL  K.  BOYER, 

Hammonton,  Atlantic  Co.,  N.  J. 


I^IME  BENNtlta 
:^^ILlEtICO.  jTi 


WINTER  LAYER 

will  need  a  stimulant  when 
the  weather  gets  cold  and 
everything  is  covered  with 
snow.  The  very  best  stimu- 
lant known  for  egg  produc- 
tion is 

Pioneer  Glover  Meal 

It  is  finely  ground  clover  hay  which  has  been  care 
fully  cured  so  as  to  preserve  its  natural  green  color 
and  aroma.  It  is  ground  by  our  special  made  ma- 
chinery and  pacl;ed  in  ni-w  sacks.  Prices,  60  lbs. 
$1.00;  100  lbs.  $2.00;  5  lbs.  25c.  Send  for  FREE 
sample  book  ;  endorsed  by  all  leading  poultry  editors. 

I      THE  BENNETT  &  MILLETT  COMPANY, 
BoxH.  Gouverneur,  JJ.  Y 


MONEY  MAKERS  ARE  FOUND  IN 

INCUBATORS 
AND  BROODERS 

We  manufacture  a  greater  variety  of  standard  machines  than  any  other  incubator 
firm.  Capacity,  50  to  800  eggs;  price,  $8.50  to  $68.  Over  1,000,000  chickens  hatched  by 
our  incubators  last  season.  Send  6c.  for  liS-page  catalog:.  Tells  how  to  raise  poultry 
and  contains  designs  for  poultry  houses  and  other  useful  hints  to  the  poultryman. 


GOOD 


"saocEssFUL"  DES  MOINES  INCUBATOR;  CO.,  Box  423,Des  Moines,  la. 


»  EVANS } 

«"  CUTFER  ,! 


Xfimmms&mKmh 


Hens  consume  large  quantities  of  grass  and  other  green  food 
when  they  can  get  it.    They  can't  get  it  in  the  winter  when 


[y^^^^J^^  every  green  thing  is  frozen  up.    Our  Vegetable  and  Root 
'^J^^     Cutter  supplies  these  deficiencies.  It  cuts  all  kinds  of  roots 
4==^''^^^  and  vegetables — beets,  carrots,  turnips,  cabbage,  potatoes, 
etc.,  into  fine  pieces  like  angle  worms.  All  fowls,  big  and  little,  eat  them 
easily  and  greedily  and  thrive  upon  them.   They  double  the  egg  crop 
and  make  hens  lay  in  the  middle  of  winter  when  eggs  are  w'orth  the 
most  money.   Feeding  roots  thus  prepared  saves  50%  of  the  grain  feed. 
They  turn  easy,  cut  fast  and  last  indefinitely.   One  will  pay  for  itself 
quickly  in  the  increase  of  eggs  it  will  produce.   Made  in  four  sizes. 
Price,  $1.  and  up    Leading  poultrymen  and  editors  endorse  it. 

^""^^  i*^'"'"^*''^*^^®' EVANS  MANUFACTURING  CO.  Dept.  R.  Ypsilanti.Mict 
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persons  who  started  in  the  chicken  busi- 
ness, and  all  have  pulled  in  their  checks 
— and  all  in  the  last  eight  years— and  I 
am  standing  firm  and  all  alone."  Mr. 
Rand  claims  that  the  failure  of  so  many 
beginners  is  mainly  due  to  either  having 
poor  incubators  or  brooders,  or  not  man- 
aging the  machines  properly.  Although 
not  an  extensive  broiler  raiser,  Mr.  Rand 
is  known  to  poultrymen  as  a  practical 
and  successful  one. 

*** 

L.  W.  Barber,  Chicago,  Ills.,  sends  A 
Few  Hens  some  excellent  pointers  on 
roosts  and  lice  and  mites,  which  are 
worth  careful  study.  He  v^^rites  :  "Why 
do  poultry  M^riters  recommend  it — a  2x3 
scantling  for  hen  roosts,  when  a  1x3 
piece  will  answer  every  purpose,  to  my 
notion,  if  the  roosts  are  not  over  6  or  7 
feet  long,  as  was  the  case  in  your  new 
poultry  house,  as  described  in  February 
issue  of  A  Few  Hens.  My  roosts  when 
not  over  7  feet,  are  made  of  full  inch 
material,  with  both  sides  and  edges 
dressed,  and  all  corners  slightly  round- 
ed, so  if  in  case  of  a  slimpsy  piece  it 
can  occasionally  be  turned  over  to  pre- 
vent sagging.  I  figure  that  a  good  stiff 
2x3  scantling,  6  feet  long,  would  hold 
the  united  weight  of  100  hens  or  more, 
if  distributed  on  the  roost  as  would  be 
the  case  if  that  number  of  fowls  were 
actually  roosting  on  it.  A  piece  1x3, 
full  inch  thick,  would  hold  up  one-third 
this  amount  under  the  same  conditions. 
So  why  use  this  surplus  material  when 
unnecessary?  It  is  not  only  a  waste  of 
material,  which  means  money,  but  the 
inconvenience  of  handling  when  clean- 
ing for  vermin.  The  1x3  material  an- 
swers every  purpose  for  me,  but  some 
one  may  be  able  to  convince  me  that 
heavier  is  better.  I  am  open  for  con- 
viction." 

(We  prefer  2x3  scantling  as  it  is  stron- 
ger, and  gives  a  wider  space  for  the  fowl 
to  rest  its  feet  upon.  To  get  the  strength 
of  a  1x3  or  a  2x3  piece,  it  is  necessary  to 
have  the  one  or  the  two  inch  side  up  for 
the  fowls  to  roost  upon.  The  2-incli  side 
then  gives  a  better  chance  for  the  fowl 
to  spread  out  its  feet.  If  the  3-inch  side 
is  up  for  roosting  upon,  the  roost  will  in 
time  bend  under  the  weight.  We  had 
that  proved  by  an  experiment  the  past 
year.  So  to  get  the  greatest  amount  of 
strength  and  the  most  comfort  we  pre- 
fer the  2x3  scantling. — [Editor  A  F.  H. 

Mr.  Barber  continues  :  "In  this  con- 
nection I  would  like  to  give  my  plan  of 
keeping  the  fowls  free  from  lice  and 
mites,  or  those  that  occupy  the  roosting 
houses.  In  addition  to  the  regular 
spring  and  fall  whitewashing,  and  the 
free  use  of  slaked  lime  under  the  roosts, 
I  dip  a  sponge  in  kerosene  and  go  over 
the  roosts  every  week,  top  and  bottom, 
sides  and  edges,  soon  as  the  fowls  are 
off  in  the  morning,  giving  the  end  of 
roost,  where  it  rests  in  a  notch  in  the 
cleet  that  is  fastened  to  the  side  of  the 
house,  an  extra  dose,  which  is  not  rel- 
ished by  creeping  things.  Once  or 
twice  a  month  I  take  out  the  roosts, 
kerosene  them  and  set  on  fire,  which 
destro^'s  all  unborn  vermin.  My  nest 
boxes  are  movable  and  are  removed  fre- 
quently, and  the  material  for  the  nest 
burned  under  the  box.  I  seldom  look 
for  vermin,  but  keep  on  doping  just  as 
though  they  were  there  in  thousands, 


which  I  believe  is  the  only  true  way  to 
keep  them  out.  It  is  easier  to  keep 
them  out  of  the  houses  than  to  get  shut 
out  of  them  when  once  in — and  here 
lies  the  secret  in  a  nut  shell." 

*** 

Dr.  J.  H.  Casey,  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
writes  A  Few  Hens  as  follows  :  "Poul- 
try with  me  has  a  practical  as  well  as  a 
scientific  aspect.  There  is  no  subject  I 
have  entered  into  or  taken  the  interest 
in  during  my  life,  as  poultry  in  all  its 
bearings.  To  me  it  is  a  branch  of  com- 
merce which  to  know  is  to  recognize  its 
great  worth.  It  is  a  business  which  re- 
quires study,  as  much  or  more  than  any 
other.  We  are  dealing  with  animal  life 
and  nature's  laws,  and  we  must  know 
the  latter  to  handle  the  former.  Thus 
the  business  becomes  a  science,  and  by 
your  experimenting  you  are  demon- 
strating this  very  thing.  While  writing 
this  I  have  just  taken  a  subscription  for 
A  Few  Hens,  and  I  think  laid  my  wires 
for  another.  I  never  let  a  chance  pass 
to  say  a  good  word  for  A  Few  Hens. 
It's  a  dainty  dish  to  regale  mysel/ 
with." 

*** 

J.  E.  Stevenson,  Columbus,  N.  J., 
writes  A  Few  Hens  as  follows  :  "It  is 
universally  accepted  as  a  fact  among  all 
poultrymen,  that  poultry  must  have  a 
variety  of  grain  to  do  well,  and  the 
greater  the  variety  the  better.  While 
this  is  true,  the  advent  of  the  green  bone 
cutter  has  changed  matters  to  a  certain 
extent,  and  we  now  find  there  is  no  ab- 
solute necessity  for  such  a  variety.  In 
fact,  I  find  I  can  get  along  much  better 
now  with  corn  alone  as  a  grain  food,  and 
with  the  aid  of  my  Mann  Bone  Cutter, 
and  Mann  Clover  Meal,  I  can  give  my 
fowls  a  much  better  ration.  It  is  one 
that  gives  me  more  profit  than  I  have 
ever  been  able  to  secure  in  former  years, 
with  the  greatest  variety  of  grain  I  could 
possibly  get  together.  The  cut  green 
bones  and  clover  seem  to  come  in  per- 
fectly with  corn,  making  a  well-balanced 
ration,  and  one  that  suits  the  taste 
and  requirements  of  the  fowls,  as  will 
be  shown  by  their  perfect  health  and 
the  fullness  of  the  egg  basket ;  or  the 
rapid  growth  when  fed  to  young  stock. 
I  find  in  practical  experience,  that  the 
supply  of  eggs  is  regulated  largely  by 
the  cut  bones  and  clover,  falling  off  in 

Buff  Poultry  Yards.  Bargains  in  Buff  Leghorns,  Buff 
P.  Rocks,  Buff  Wyandottes.  Also  first-class  Houdans. 
Menzebach  Bros.,  531  Wash.  St.,  Williamsport,  Pa. 


BARRED  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS.    Six  hens, 
one  cock.     Fine   breeders;    splendid  health. 
Price  ^8.00.   L.  G.  ANDPvUS,  Elyria,  Ohio. 

1.  K.  FELCH  &  SON, 

Box  K,  Natick,  Mass. 
Light  Brahmas,  Plymouth  Rocks, 
and  White  Wyandottes, 

 BRED    ON    PRACTICAL  LINES.  

Standard  Points  and  Egg  Records  Combined. 
Enclose  stamps  for  24  page  catalogue. 


number  materially  when  I  discontinue 
the  use  of  the  bones,  and  increasing  in 
number  soon  after  beginning  to  teed 
same  again.  I  have  tried  this  repeat- 
edly with  the  same  results,  and  practi- 
cal experiments  count  more  than  quan- 
tities of  theories.  I  get  the  best  results 
from  feeding  the  cut  bone  daily,  all  they 
will  eat  with  a  relish,  which  will  be  not 
far  from  a  pound  for  25  fowls.  A  great 
many  do  not  use  their  bone  cutters  in 
warm  weather  on  account  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  keeping  the  bones  in  good  con- 
dition. If  they  will  thoroughly  cook 
the  bones  either  before  or  after  cutting, 
they  will  find  they  have  an  excellent 
food,  much  better  than  the  commercial 
ground  meats,  and  it  will  keep  well  so 
long  as  it  is  not  kept  in  too  large  a  bulk 
as  to  induce  heating.  It  is  a  good  plan 
to  have  some  of  this  on  hand  at  all  times 
so  that  in  case  the  supply  of  green  bone 
should  run  short,  you  will  not  be  com- 
pelled to  omit  this  animal  food,  which 
should  be  fed  regularly  for  best  results. 
I  find  I  can  get  nearly  as  large  a  num- 
ber of  eggs  from  the  corn  and  bones,  as 
with  any  other  combination,  but  when  I 
want  the  eggs  for  hatching  I  use  a  lib- 
eral amount  of  cvit  clover  hay  in  winter, 
and  almost  any  green  food  I  can  get  in 
summer.  The  cut  clover  may  be  fed  in 
the  morning,  mixed  with  one-fifth  its 
bulk  of  cornmeal,  and  moistened.  The 
clover  may  be  boiled  or  steamed  if  con- 
venient, though  it  is  not  necessary  that 
it  should  be.  Keep  plenty  of  good  sharp 
grit  and  clean  water  before  them  at  all 
times,  and  you  will  not  be  likely  to  have 
any  trouble." 

POULTRY  FARM  FOR  SALE.  21  acres;  15 
cleared.  Buildings  to  hold  150  hens.  Incubator 
cellar.  Brooder  house.  Fruit.  Price,  gl900.  Write. 
WINFIELD  DARLING,  So.  Setauket,  L.  I.,  N.  Y. 


White  Wyandottes 

98  EGGS  PER  HEAD  from  Nov.  1  to  April  1. 
All  stock  carefully  bred  and  selected.  Fine  vigorous 
Cockerels  at  gl.50.  A  few  very  choice  ones  for  ^2.50. 
All  farm  raised.    Geo.  W.  Conable,  Cortland,  N.  Y. 


FOR  SALE  at  once.  Fine  B.  P.  Rocks,  G.  Wyan- 
dottes, botlLc'k's.  and  pullets,  bred  for  show  and 
business,  gl  and  ^2  each.  24  Buff  L.  pullets,  75c.  each ; 
$loM  for  lot.  Bred  for  layers.  Going  to  leave. 
Must  sell.   M.  J.  COHRS,  Sigourney,  Iowa. 


PRIZE  WINNESTG 

Blue  Barred  Plymontb  Rocks. 

BRED   FOR  UTILITY  POINTS 
AND   STANDARD  POINTS. 

I  bred  and  sold  winners  for  the  largest  shows  in 
America,  from  Boston  to  California  and  Canada. 
I  have  the  finest  line  of  breeders  and  exhibition 
birtls  I  ever  had.  Ask  for  what  you  want,  and  in- 
close stamp.      F.  E.  COLBY,  Bow  Mills,  N.  H. 


Maple  Farm  Duck  Yards 

Our  mammoth  Pekin  ducks  stand  unrivaled 
for  size  and  symmetry.  2500  birds  selected  with 
care  for  breeding  purposes.  Order  early.  Eggs 
in  season.  My  book  "Natural  and  Artificial 
Duck  Culture,"  free  with  each  order. 

Monarch  Incubator  still  ahead. 

Send  for  catalogues  to 
JAMES    KANKIN,    South   Easton,  Mass. 


HAS  LOST    HER  OCCUPATION 

and  in  the  production  and  brooding  of  chicks  she 
hasbeen  supplanted  by  the  better  and  everyway 
DCI  lARI  C  INCUBATORS 

lyCLlADLC  and  brooders 


to  tell  about  these  machines  and  our  Mammoth  Reli 
able  Poultry  Farms,  Sent  by  mail  on  receipt  ot  10  cents.  Send  f  orit  now 

Reliable  Incubator  and  Brooder  Co.s*Quincy,  Illinois. 


1898. 
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Artificial  Hatching  and  Brooding. 


Mr.  CampbciV s  Plan  of  Testing  Quan- 
tity of  Moisture —  Utilizing  Green- 
houses for  Reariyig  Chicks  —  ]\Ir.  Co- 
burn's  Incubator  House. 


Use  judgineut. 
Note  the  details. 
Follow  directions. 
Know  your  incubator. 
Regularit}'  is  important. 
Keep  a  record  of  the  hatch. 
Brooder  chicks  must  exercise. 
Keep  a  dairy  for  each  brooder  of  chicks. 
Outdoor  brooders  are  best  under  a  shed. 
Keep  the  incubator  away  from  the  win- 
dow. 

Too  much  glass  in  the  brooder  is  a  mis- 
take. 

The  voice  of  the  brooder  chick  is  again 
heard. 

Sand  makes  the  best  flooring  in  the 
brooder. 

Each  year  artificial  methods  are  winning 

new  friends. 
Ordinarily,  the  egg  has  enough  moisture 

to  hatch  it. 
Give  the  incubators  and  brooders  a  good 

cleaning  before  beginning  operations. 
Try  the  experiment  of  using  no  moisture 

at  all,  and  on  the  i8th  day  closing  the 

ventilators. 
G.  O.  Brown  says  artificial  methods  are 

nearing  perfection,  and  seem  to  require 

less  brains  and  experience  than  ever 

before. 

That  the  incubator  is  gradually  and 
surely  replacing  the  hen  is  more  than 
a  foregone  conclusion,  says  the  Balti- 
more Siin,  for  in  some  sections  there 
are  poultry  men  who  cannot  again  be 
induced  to  "bother"  with  hens  for  in- 
cubation purposes. 

Here  is  a  novel  idea  b}'  J.  L.  Campbell : 
"Any  one  can  tell  by  this  test  whether 
they  have  too  little  or  too  much  moist- 
ure :  Place  the  eggs  in  warm  water 
after  two  weeks.  If  they  sink  they 
are  too  moist.  If  they  float  they  are 
too  dry  ;  but  if  they  float  with  a  space 
above  the  water  that  can  be  covered 
by  a  25-cent  piece  they  are  all  right. 
A  little  variation  from  the  above  is  to 
be  expected." 

Editor  Drevenstedt  hits  the  nail  on  the 
head  in  this  :  "Utilizing  greenhouses 
for  rearing  chickens  is  one  of  those 
bright  but  foolish  inspirations  un- 
fledged amateurs  are  guilty  of.  The 
whole  atmosphere  of  the  greenhouse 
is  death  to  chickenhood.  Chickens, 
all  reports  to  the  contrary,  are  best 
raised  under  natural  conditions,  and 
that  means  in  the  open  air,  and  on 
the  good  old  sod.  The  reason  why 
some  varieties  of  fowls  are  delicate  is 
because  they  have  descended  from 
parents  that  have  been  pampered, 
coddled  and  nursed  into  a  state  of 
dudish  tenderness.  Virility  in  chicken- 
hood  can  only  be  obtained  by  follow- 
ing natural  laws.  A  chicken  thus 
kept  and  treated  is  as  hardy  as  an 
oak,  and  as  tough  as  hickory." 

F.  A.  P.  Coburn,  Lowell,  Mass.,  writes: 
"I  read  in  A  Few  HenS  that  you  are 
going  to  build  an  incubator  house  this 
fall  on  the  'all  above  ground'  plan. 
We  built  one  last  fall  in  that  way,  and 
I  like  it  very  much.    I  will  tell  you 


how  I  built  it.  We  put  up  a  building 
15x24,  7  foot  posts,  with  an  equal 
pitch  roof,  half  each  way.  The  total 
height  of  the  building  is  13  feet,  that 
is  to  the  peak,  which  gives  us  an 
attic,  6  feet  high  in  the  centre,  through 
which  we  ventilate.  The  sides  and 
ends  are  double  boarded  with  best 
Neponset  paper  between.  It  is  also 
sheathed  on  the  inside,  which  gives  a 
4-inch  air  space.  The  roof  boards  are 
covered  with  Neponset  paper  and 
shingled.  The  floor  timbers  between 
the  room  and  attic  are  boarded  on 
both  sides,  which  gives  a  6-inch  air 
space  between  attic  and  room.  We 
have  a  register  in  the  floor  of  the  attic 
which  can  be  worked  from  the  room 
below  so  as  to  regulate  the  amount  of 
ventilation.  Directly  above  this  in 
the  roof  is  a  small  ventilator.  The 
windows  are  of  double  sash,  and  are 
so  arranged  that  we  can  take  in  fresh 
air  by  having  the  outside  lower  sash 
up,  and  the  inside  upper  sash  down 
two  or  three  inches,  and  get  ventila- 
tion without  having  a  direct  draught. 
The  windows  are  on  the  south  side 
and  the  house  runs  east  and  west.  The 
door  is  double,  and  is  on  the  east  end, 
and  opens  into  a  room  6  feet  wide. 
This  we  use  for  an  office,  and  for  keep- 
ing and  packing  eggs,  and  also  serves 
for  a  vestibule  for  the  other  room  so 
that  we  do  not  open  into  it  directly 
from  outdoors,  and  thus  suddenly- 
lower  the  temperature.  There  are 
three  windows  in  the  house — two  in 
the  incubator  room,  which  is  15x18; 
and  one  in  the  vestibule  or  office, 
which  is  6x15.  We  have  a  trap  door 
in  the  office  ceiling  through  which  we 
can  get  into  the  attic,  which  is  a  good 
place  for  storage.  I  find  this  makes  a 
fine  incubator  house,  and  I  think  it  is 
a  great  deal  better  than  one  under  or 
partly  under  ground,  and  is  much 
cheaper  to  build.  I  forgot  to  mention 
that  the  boarding  is  all  of  matched 


Male  Hens  Lay 

When  eggs  are  high.  You  can 
do  it.  This  Priceless  Secret 
of  Success  with  Poultry  is 
fully  told  in  our  New  Poultry 
Boolv.  It  also  contains  a 
Monthly  Ei^g-  Recor<l  and 


Poultry  Keepers  Expense  Account  for  one 

year,  by  which  profit  and  loss  can  be  shown  monthly 
(well  printed  on  good  heavy  paper)  worth  25  cts.  It 
also  explains  Prof.  Corbett's  method  "How  to  make 
goOO  yearly  prolit  with  12  hens,"  for  which  he  charoes 
J?!.  Also  much  additional  information  of  great  value 
to  every  poultry  keeper.  This  book  sent  free,  post- 
paid, as  premium  with  our  Paper  (Gleamngs) 
three  months  for  10  cents.  Address, 
H.  P.  K.,  Wayside  Pub'g  Co.,  Clintonville,  Conn. 


spruce.  We  had  some  very  cold  nights, 
and  some  quite  warm  days  last  Febru- 
ary and  March,  and  there  was  but  very 
little  variation  in  the  temperature  of 
the  room.  In  the  coldest  weather, 
with  the  thermometer  down  to  13  de- 
grees below  zero,  the  temperature  in 
the  room  was  down  to  only  48  degrees, 
and  would  seldom  get  above  60  degrees 
until  late  in  the  season.  During  May 
and  June  it  was  from  70  to  80  degrees, 
most  of  the  time  from  70  to  75  degrees. 


Ducks  and  Ducklings. 

Different  Methods  of  Feeding  —  Mr. 
Christinan's  Great  Laying  Ducks — 
Cost  of  Raisi)ig  Market  Ducks — How 
fames  Rankin  Feeds  Ducklings. 

Ducklings  require  care. 
Profit  by  others  experience. 
Study  well  before  you  begin. 
A  duck  failure  is  a  heavy  loss. 
The  Pekin  is  the  market  duck. 
Successful  duck  culture  is  profitable. 
Beginners  generally  estimate  too  high. 
Heavy  feeding  now  will  not  give  strong 

fertile  eggs. 
Before  laying  seasoti   feed  more  bran 

than  cornmeal ;  during  laying  reverse 

it. 

It  generally  takes  a  duckling  longer  to 
free  itself  from  the  shell  than  it  does 
a  chick. 

The  manager  of  Chatham  Fields  Plant, 
Chicago,  claims  experts  can  scald  and 
dress  a  duckling  in  two  minutes. 

>r  A  YEARLING  DUCKS  and  DRAKES, 
t)'*  Rankin  stock.  All  ready  to  lay;  at  t?l. 00  and 
S1.50  each.  H.  P.  J.  Earnshaw,  Hyde  Park,  Mass. 

White  and  Silver  Wyandotte 

STOCK  and  EGGS.  Wm.  H.  Child,  Glenside, Pa. 

A.11  for   One  Dollar! 

Profitable  Poultry  Farming,  retail,  -  -  25  Cents. 

A  Living  From  Poultry,  "  -  -  25  " 

Broilers  for  Profit,  "  -  -  50  " 

Farm-Poultry  Doctor,  "  -  -  50  " 

A  Few  Hens,  monthly,  one  year,  -  -  25  " 

Total,  *1.75. 
By  ordering  at  once  ivill  send  the  above  collection 
for  "$1.00.  Address, 

MICHAEL   K.  BOYER, 

Box  A,  Hammojjton,  (Atlantic  Co.,)  New  Jersey. 

My  S.  C.  White  Leghorns 

Lay  large  white  egrgs,  and  lots  of  tliem. 

First  quality  young  stock  for  sale  at  very  reasonable 
prices.  Some  fine  Cockerels.  Can  spare  a  few  good 
birds  of  Pekin  Ducks,  White  Plymouth  Rocks  and 
White  Wyandottes.   High  grade.  Address, 

W.  HAHJtlAN,  P.  O.  Box  3,  Altoona,  Pa. 


M.M.S.Poultry  FFIVri 


I  \  /  \  /  \ / \ I \ / \ 


IS  made  of  the  best  number  nineteen  galvanized  steel  wire, 
strengthened  by  a  cable  selvage  and  a  cable  every  foot  in  the 
height  of  the  fence. 


A  Fence,  Not  a  Netting. 

Lultitude  of  horizontal  wires  gives  it  strength,  ma 
to  erect  and  keeps  it  in  good  shape. 

50^  Saving  to  tiie  User. 


Patented  July  81,  Xt*9(»  3na  dnJ;  (>,  1»97 


It  requires  but  few  posts  and  no  top  or  bottom  rail.  Only 
genuine  when  every  roll  contains  the  famous  M.  M.  S.  trade 
mark.  ■«  Descriptive  matter  free. 

DE  KiLB  FENCE  CO.,  326  High  St.,  DE  KALB,  ILL 
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Don't  get  the  duck  brooder  hotter  than 
90  degrees  for  the  start,  and  gradually 
lower  that  temperature  as  the  duck- 
lings grow. 

Even  James  Rankin,  who  has  bred 
ducks  as  a  business  for  40  years,  says 
he  is  constantly  learning  something 
useful  and  new. 

Too  wet  food  is  apt  to  cause  diarrhoea. 
A  day  of  looseness  of  the  bowels  will 
take  as  much  flesh  as  can  be  put  on  in 
4  days'  feeding. 

It  is  estimated  that  laying  Pekin  ducks 
will  require  from  2-3  to  3-4  of  a  quart 
of  food  per  day  for  each  duck  ;  or 
from  66  to  75  quarts  per  100  ducks, 
giving  a  little  more  at  night  than  in 
the  morning. 

Mr.  Rankin  says  ducklings  should  be 
fed  4  times  a  day  until  6  weeks  old, 
then  3  times  is  sufficient.  Until  6 
weeks  of  age,  they  should  be  watered 
only  when  fed,  after  that  water  also 
between  meals. 

One  of  the  largest  duck  raisers  on  Long 
Island  uses  equal  parts  of  cornmeal, 
wheat  bran  and  a  No.  2  grade  of  flour, 
and  thinks  cracker  crumbs  and  boiled 
eggs  are  not  necessary.  He  uses  about 
10  per  cent  sand. 

The  Aniericati  Cultivator,  m  the  market 
duck's  life  of  10  weeks,  advises  for 
last  2  weeks  to  feed  only  morning, 
noon  and  night,  but  for  first  8  weeks 
the  feeding  hours  should  be  6  and  10 
o'clock  morning,  2  and  6  o'clock  after- 
noon. 

A  reporter  of  the  American  Poultry 
Journal  was  told  by  the  manager  of 
Chatham  Fields  plant,  that  the  cost  of 
feed  for  a  duck  for  10  weeks  is  25 
cents.  Labor  and  expenses  are  about 
the  same,  making  the  total  cost  50 
cents  per  duckling. 

When  ducklings  are  intended  for  breed- 
ing purposes,  the  American  Cultivator 
says  after  the  first  week  the  use  of 
equal  parts  by  bulk  of  wheat  bran, 
cornmeal  and  green  food,  with  5  per 
cent  beef  scraps,  and  2  per  cent  coarse 
sand,  will  keep  them  growing. 

F.  Christman,  Sellersville,  Pa.,  calls 
attention  to  the  continued  heavy  lay- 
ing of  his  four  ducks  (previous  re- 
cords being  published  in  A  Few 
Hens).  He  writes:  "The  4  ducks 
have  laid  538  eggs,  or  134  1-2  apiece. 
I  never  saw  such  laying.  As  I  believe 
they  will  lay  earlier,  I  expect  more 
eggs  up  to  January  16,  and  thus  swell 
the  record  considerabl}'.  They  were 
hatched  in  June,  which  is  pretty  late. 
Succeeded  in  raising  110  young  ones. 
From  this  number  I  picked  out  41  of 
the  nicest  and  sold  the  rest." 

The  American  Cultivator  recommends 
this  mixture  for  laying  ducks :  50 
per  cent  (by  measure)  of  cornmeal,  15 
per  cent  wheat  bran,  15  per  cent  green 
food  (which  in  winter  must  be  cooked 
vegetables,  such  as  potatoes,  turnips, 
beets,  etc).,  12  per  cent  beef  scraps, 
and  8  per  cent  coarse  sand  or  grit,  by 
measure,  not  weight.  Mix  with  water 
to  a  dry  crumbly  condition,  and  feed 
twice  a  day,  morning  and  night.  After 
they  have  stopped  laying  go  back  to 
the  ration  of  eqvial  parts  wheat  bran 
and  cornmeal,  unless  it  is  desired  to 
fatten  them,  and  do  not  increase  the 
cornmeal  until  laying  time  has  nearly 
come  round  again. 


James  Rankin,  in  Reliable  Poultry  Jour- 
nal, says  the  first  food  he  gives  dvick- 
lings  consists  of  bread  or  cracker 
crumbs  slightly  moistened,  and  about 
10  per  cent  of  hard-boiled  eggs,  chop- 
ped fine,  shell  and  all.  To  this  is 
mixed  5  per  cent  of  coarse  sand.  Scat- 
ter this  food  on  a  board,  place  the 
ducklings  on  it,  and  they  will  be  busily 
eating  in  about  10  minutes.  After  the 
2d  day  rolled  oats  and  bran  can  be 
safely  used  at  10  days  old.  Also  at 
this  age  feed  1-4  meal,  the  rest  wheat 
bran  with  a  little  rolled  oats  mixed  in 
(not  forgetting  the  grit),  about  10  per 
cent  good  beef  scraps  or  other  animal 
food,  and  a  little  green  food  as  above. 
At  6  weeks  old  feed  equal  parts  bran 
and  cornmeal  with  a  little  Quaker 
Oats,  also  grit  and  beef  scraps.  At  8 
weeks  old,  i  part  bran,  3  parts  corn- 
meal, to  fatten  them,  with  the  grit 
and  beef  scraps,  but  not  anv  green 
stuff. 


Notes  in  Passing. 

Nczvs  iti  the  Market  Poultry  World — 
Hints  that  May  be  oj  Value — Para- 
graphs Jrom  Our  Exchanges. 

Hens  love  a  nest  made  of  dry  sand. 
Brains  will  accomplish  more  than  luck. 
Every  neglect  in  poultry  raising  has  its 
cost. 

The  poultry  business  is  no  "cinch"  for 

a  lazy  man. 
vSide-track  care  means  a  switched-off 

profit  with  poultry. 
Texas  Farm  and  Ranch  says  Satan  finds 

some  mischief  still  for  idle  hens  to  do. 
Col.  Robt.  A.  Braden  says  the  highest 

scoring  birds  are  not  the  best  breeders. 
A  good  time  to  scatter  air-slaked  lime  in 

the  yards  is  in  the  evening  after  a  rain. 
The  beginner  who  expects  to  be  success- 
ful with  untidy  ways,  will  soon  meet 

with  disappointment. 

ViCTOR 

NCUBATOR 

Hatches  Chickens  by  Steam 
Absolutely  self-resulatine. 
The  simplest,  most  reliable, 
and  cheapest  first-class  Hatchei 
in  the  market.  Circulars  free. 
 GEO.  ERTEL.  CO.,  Quincy,!!!' 

FOR  SALE  CHEAP.  Ten  horse  boiler,  good 
condition,  for  heating  poultry  or  green  house, 
I)rice  ;j(30.  Also  IMann  Bone  Cutter,  price  ^fflfl.  Also 
Oil  Heater  and  alxiut  180  feet  of  Pipe  for  broodhig, 
all  in  good  condition,  S5!20.  Address, 

A.  REJiD,  Hammonton,  New  Jersey. 

POULTRY  NETTING 

At  the  lowest  i>rices  ever  made. 

,in.  mesh  2ft.  wide^l.no 
'   '  ~       "  1.50 
2.00 

:.50 

1.00 

In  rolls  1,50  feet  lon^. 

19  Wire  Galvanized  after  it  is  woven.  Price  List  Free. 
JAS.  S.  CASE,  Box  407,  Colchester.  Conn. 


THE  IMPROVED 


Cata- 
logue 
4  cents.' 


The  Baltimore  Sun  thinks  there  should 
be  more  brooms  worn  out  in  the  poul- 
try yard  than  there  are. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Casey  says  they  say  quality 
makes  the  price,  but  it  takes  plenty 
of  labor  and  brains  to  make  quality. 

The  beginner  who  starts  where  others 
who  have  had  practical  experience 
fear  to  tread,  is  sure  to  come  to  grief. 

Poultry  culture  is  made  up  of  a  chain 
of  little  things,  one  link  out  of  place 
makes  a  bad  kink  in  the  whole  chain. 

Poultry  shows  are  a  good  school,  pro- 
vided one  is  willing  to  learn.  A  pre- 
judiced man  cannot  read  between  the 
lines. 

Poultry  Culture  says  it  is  as  difficult  to 
make  a  success  with  poultry  without 
capital,  as  it  is  to  raise  potatoes  from 
peanuts. 

Never  depend  upon  luck,  but  always 
spell  it  with  a  p,  says  Mr.  Tillinghast, 
and  never  expect  success  till  you  have 
earned  it. 

A  writer  in  the  Baltimore  Suti  says  100 
\hs.Jresh  hen  manure  contains  about 
50  lbs.  water,  16  lbs.  organic  matter, 
56  lbs.  ash. 

Judge  Brown  advises  disposing  of  hens 
that  are  over  two  and  a  half  years  old, 
unless  they  are  of  especial  value  for 
stock  purposes. 

Veterans  who  have  spent  a  quarter  of  a 
century  closely  identified  with  poultry 
interests,  freely  admit  they  have  les- 
sons yet  to  learn. 

One  great  advantage  in  raising  pure 
bred  fowls  for  market  is  that  their 
uniformity  pleases  the  customer  and 
makes  quick  sales. 

Cloice  Barrefl  Plyinoutli  Rock 

Pullets  and  Cockerels  at  p. 50  each. 
Address,  P.  T.  HOAGLAND,  Oak  Hill,  N.  Y. 

White  Wyandottes  or  Buff  Eeghorns,  bred 
for  both  practical  and  fancy  points.  Good  breed- 
ing birds  §2  each,  old  or  young.  Also  12  years'  ex- 
perience breeding  Wh..  W.  C.  Black  and  B.  L.  Polish. 
Write.   B.  F.  BRYANT,  Box  19,  Johnson  Creek,  N.Y. 

ARRED  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS, 
LT.  WT.  LT.  BRAHMAS. 

(Brown  egg  business  strains).  250  Pullets  for  sale 
at  ^1  to  ^2  each.  50  fine  Cockerels  at  ^2  and  g3  each. 
Incubator  eggs  from  thoroughbred,  year-old  stock, 
)?5.00  per  100.        E.  D.  PAGE,  North  Hermon,  Me. 

POULTRY  PRINTING. 

Prices  Cut  in  Two. 

500  Envelopes,  $1.00.  500  Note  Heads,  gl.OO. 
500  Cards,  1.00.     500  Shipping  Tags,  1.00. 

.500  1-page  Circulars,  2.50.  500  2-page  Circulars,  4.00. 
500  4-page  Circulars,  pJ.OO. 

15^^ Any  (one)  color  of  ink  desired.  Black,  Blue, 
Rea,  Green,  Purple  or  Brown.  Our  work  is  first- 
class  and  advertises  itself.  Nothing  cheap  but  the 
price.    Fine  cuts  of  fowls  for  customers'  use. 

Poultry  Books.  "500  Questions  and  Answers 
on  Poultry."— "A  B  C  of  Poultry  Culture."— "Art  of 
Poultry  Breeding."— "Low  Cost  Poultry  Houses."— 
"Uncle  'Rastus'  Poultry  Book."— Pigeon  Queries." 
The  six  books  for  gl.OO,  or  25  cents  each. 

The  Fanciers'  Review  is  a  16-page  practical 
poultry  paper,  with  cover,  50  cents  a  year.  Three 
sample  numbers  10  cents.  J.  H.  Davis,  Editor.  If 
you  are  not  a  subscriber  we  will  accept  30  cents,  the 
introductory  price  for  a  year's  subscription. 

|!I^='We  furnish  the  new  Standard  for  gl.OO. 

Tie  Fanciers'  Reyiew,  Box  1,  Cliatliaffl.  N.  Y. 
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FIORTIFY. YOURSELF. 


against  any 
possibility  of 
failure  in  your 
next  seasons 

poultry  operations  by  buying  an incubatorof  tewtcd  merit  and  known  worth 

CANNOT  FAIL.  THE  PETALUMA  INCIBAIOR 

Is  a  machine  of  that  kind.  It  is  the  machine  that  produces  only  high  percentages  of 
hatch.  Made  of  best  Califoi-nia  Red  Wood,  carefully  packed  and  lined,  perfectly 
heated  and  regulated,  it  trives  satisfactory  results  every  time.  Made  in  sizes  from 
50  eggs  up.  WE  PAY  FREIGHT  ANYWHEREin  the  U.S.  It  will  pay  you  to  get  our  FREE 

g^ro'r'eTou'^^r"  Petaluma  Incubator  Go.  Box  256,  Petaluma,  Gal. 
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G.  O.  Browu  says  the  poultry  raiser  who 
is  coustaiitly  complaiuing  about  "bad 
htck"  is  advertising  the  fact  that  his 
methods  are  at  fault. 

Fowls  bred  strictly  for  show  birds  have 
little  to  recommend  them  for  useful 
purposes,  says  the  "great  and  only" 
Ohio  Poultry  Journal. 

Poultry  manure  contains  2.43  per  cent 
of  phosphoric  acid,  2.26  per  cent  pot- 
ashj  and  3.25  per  cent  nitrogen,  as 
ammonia  and  organic  matter. 

The  Rural  New-Yorker  saj^s  that  the 
poultry  exhibit  at  the  New  York  State 
Fair  indicated  that  the  Black  Miuor- 
cas  are  gaining  somewhat  on  the  Leg- 
horns. 

The  Standard -bred  fowl  is  "the  highly 
polished  gentleman" — the  utility  bird 
is  "the  plain,  honest  workman." 
Which  of  the  two  does  the  country  the 
most  good  ? 

The  average  hen  outlives  her  usefulness 
in  two  3'ears,  and  should  go  to  the 
market  or  kettle,  says  Practical  Poul- 
tryvian.  Old  hens  are  more  likely  to 
contract  diseases. 

When  the  importance  of  poultry  culture 
becomes  better  understood,  says  West- 
ern Ritral,  and  its  profits  and  benefits 
more  fully  realized,  it  will  cease  to  be 
regarded  as  a  small  business. 

If  you  are  situated  so  you  cannot  get 
lime  to  whitewash  the  inside  of  the 
coop,  use  a  strong  solution  of  salt 
water,  says  G.  O.  Brown.  This  is  as 
sure  death  to  mites  as  whitewash. 

There  is  as  much  difference  between  a 
Standard-bred  hen  and  a  thorough- 
bred, as  between  a  fashionable  parlor 
girl  and  a  handsome  kitchen  maid. 
Which  would  the  poor  man  choose  to 
support  ? 

There  is  money  in  all  branches  of  the 
poultry  business,  sa3's  Americaji  Fan- 
cier, but  no  man  need  delude  himself 
that  he  wi  1  make  a  fortune  without 
his  neighbors  having  something  to 
say  about  it. 

Method  and  regularity  is  a  strong  team 
in  the  poultry  business,  says  the  Bal- 
timore Sun.  Eternal  vigilance  is  the 
only  safe,  sure  and  real  way  to  make 
the  poultry  business  a  creditable  suc- 
cess. 

The  Baltimore  Sun  says  it  is  a  good  plan 
to  have  awnings  or  hoods  of  cheap 
muslin  or  boards  to  go  over  the  win- 
dows of  the  hen  house  in  summer  to 
keep  out  the  sun.  They  will  keep  the 
house  much  cooler. 

The  Fanciers^  Revietv  says  :  "All  fowls 
which  are  bred  for  eggs  or  meat,  or 
both,  are  utility  fowls."  Correct.  But 
such  are  not  Standard-bred  poultry — 
the  latter  being  bred  more  for  feathers 
and  "points." 

Thomas  Frazer,  manager  of  the  Union 
Cold  Storage  Co.,  Montreal,  Canada, 
after  a  careful  series  of  experiments, 
figures  it  out  that  the  gross  revenue 
from  hens  is  over  five  times  greater 
than  that  from  the  cow. 

G.  O.  Brown  says  the  way  to  success  in 
poultry  raising  is  to  commence  with  a 
few  hens  and  increase  in  accordance 
with  the  demand,  and  as  circumstan- 
ces will  permit,  always  keeping  up- 
permost the  factors  that  promote  suc- 
cess. 

"Take  a  small  chicken  in  both  hands, 
with  the  thumbs  on  its  back,  and  move 


it  gently  to  the  right  or  left,  or  in  any 
direction,  an  inch  or  more,  and  the 
head  will  remain  perfectly  stationery. 
If  you  have  not  already  tried  it,  do  so. 
It  is  quite  amusing. — C.  E.  Brown. 

The  Practical  Poultrynian  says  birds 
cannot  open  the  foot  when  the  leg  is 
bent.  That  is  the  reason  they  do  not 
fall  off  their  perches.  If  you  watch  a 
hen  walking,  you  will  notice  that  it 
closes  its  toes  as  it  raises  the  foot,  and 
opens  them  as  it  touches  the  ground. 

Here  is  a  tonic  for  that  discouraged 
feeling,  prescribed  by  Rural  Netv- 
Yorker,  and  which  we  know  will  be  of 
great  value  to  the  poultry  fraternity  : 
"Take  equal  parts  of  Keep  Your  Eyes 
Open  and  Think;  mix  Avith  twice  the 
quantity  of  Hustle,  and  take  unlimited 
doses." 

The  imports  of  the  product  of  poultry 
culture  into  the  United  States  from 
other  countries  indicate  that  the  field 
is  yet  open  to  a  large  increase  of  the 
industry  in  this  country,  and  that  the 
opportunity  is  waiting  for  those  with 
sagacity  and  industr}^  enough  to  take 
advantage  of  it. 

The  Baltimore  Sim  says :  Nowadays, 
on  the  best  farms,  all  the  live  stock  is 
purebred  of  some  kind — and  they  are 
referred  to  as  "purebreds,"  instead 
of  "fanc}',"  as  used  to  be  the  case. 
There  is  more  profit  in  pure  breeds 
than  scrubs,  and  intelligent  farmers 
are  finding  out  the  fact. 

The  Poultry  Monthly  says  :  Compared 
with  well-rotted  barn  manure,  there 
are  48.60  lbs.  of  phosphoric  acid  in 
hen  manure  to  6  in  barnyard  manure  ; 
41  lbs.  potash  to  10  in  barnyard  man- 
ure, and  67  lbs.  nitrogen  to  11  in  barn- 
yard manure.  The  analysis  is  based  on 
a  ton  of  hen  and  barnyard  manures. 

One  reason  why  a  farmer  cannot  make 
money  so  rapidly  as  one  can  in  many 
other  lines  of  business,  is  because  he 
cannot  turn  his  money  over  quickly 
enough,  says  J.  J.  Tillinghast.  Poul- 
try keeping  will  help  the  farmer  in 
this  respect  by  giving  him  steady  cash 
returns  if  rightly  managed. 

GOOD  Cockerels,  Wliite  Wyandotte,  White  Ply- 
mouth Rock,  from  bis  laying  stock,  at  rock 
bottom  prices.  C.  E.  Snow,  Box  135,  Wollaston,  Mass. 

The  King  of  Roasting  Fowls ! 

Light  Brahma  Cockerels— for  matings  for  strong 
frames,  hardiness  and  all  the  points  of  value  in 
table  poultry.  ,^3  each  for  choice ;  82  for  next  best. 
Michael  K.  Boyer,  Hammonton,  Atlantic  (-0.,  N.  J. 
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One  of  the  great  drawbacks  in  poultry 
raising  is  the  loss  by  thieves.  In  some 
sections  farmers  do  not  try  to  raise 
many  on  this  account.  The  Baltimore 
Sun  says  it  should  be  the  aim  of  farm- 
ers to  raise  all  the  poultry  they  can, 
and  then  by  united  effort  secure  the 
depredators  of  their  flocks  and  bring 
them  to  justice. 

Many  a  man  has  made  a  failure  in  poul- 
try keeping  who  unduly  increased  his 
flock  without  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  necessity  of  proportionately 
adding  to  their  accommodations,  says 
Judge  Brown.  Where  a  flock  of  50 
hens  will  do  well,  even  the  addition 
of  25  more  will  endanger  the  profit 
unless  additional  comforts  are  pro- 
vided. 

H.  Davis,  in  Practical  Poultrynian, 
makes  this  bold  assertion:  "The 
Black  Spanish  never  threw  white 
spots."  Yes,  they  did.  The  editor  of 
A  Few  Hens  once  owned  a  Spanish 
hen  that  came  after  the  first  moult  in 
white  spots,  then  a  pure  white,  and 
then  back  again  to  the  white  spots. 
Evidently  Mr.  Davis  don't  know  all 
about  Spanish. 
It  is  common  to  call  all  poultry  "chick- 
ens," but  strictly  speaking,  a  chicken 
is  a  young  fowl,  generally  under  6 
months  of  age,  and  a  "fowl"  over  that, 
says  Ohio  Poultry  Journal.  On  the 
same  basis,  a  young  rooster  under  one 
year  of  age,  or  a  young  female  of  the 
same  age,  are  known  as  cockerel  and 
pullet  respectively.  They  become 
cock  and  hen  after  that  age. 

Barred,  White,  Buff  Plymouth  Rocks.  Large, 
strong,  vigorous  birds  bred  for  utilitv  and 
beauty.  Cockerels  from  g2  up;  Pullets  )?].50  up. 
Satisfaction  or  your  money  back.  Edwin  Riedel, 
Wilton  Brook  Farm,  Easthampton,  Mass. 

For  Beauty  and  Business 

AV.  Wyandotte,  W.  P.  Rock  and  S.  C.  B.  Leghorn 
Cockerels.     A.  E.  Hutchinson,  Gilead,  Conu. 

BEAUTIFUIi  COCHIN  BANTAMS,  Butf  or 
White,  at  g2.00  per  pair.    WM.  M  CONNORS, 
Box  A,  Weston,  Somerset  County,  New  Jersey. 

GjCt  O  JCt-  "D  WT  I  l^reed  Golden 
•  CSL  yH)*  CA)  J).  T  T  •  and  Silver  Laced 
and  Buff  Wyandottes.  Ifyouueedany  tock  .-,f  ^bove 
write  wants.  Lots  of  C'k'ls.  All  birds  farm  raised. 
Breeder  since  '84.      F.  S.  Tenney,  Peterboro,  \.  H. 

COCKERELS. 

Norton  Heavy  Laying  strains  V\Ti.  Wyandottes  and 
B.  P.  Rocks,  !?1.50  to  g4.   Other  strains.  WMte  wants. 
C  A.  DUNLAP,  Falmouth,  Maine. 

TT]Vr     English  New  Model;  double  barreled 
L^' •   breach   loader;    12   bore;  laminated 
barrels;  good  as  new,  »*20.0(). 

P.  O.  Box  47  Glendale.  Long  Island,  N.  Y. 


StrniKT  ViirorOll^  flfirlCPrfil^  Northup's  Minorcas 

Ull  Ull^j    f  l^Ul  UUlJ     UUuIiUl  Ulu       lyi^ORTHUP'S  1898  Minorca  Catalogue,  the  most 


from  heavy  laying  strains  of  White  Wyandottes  and 
Barred  Plymouth  Rocks,  92.00  each.   Eggs  in  season. 
Address,      Seekonk  Poultry  Farm, 
Wm.  E.  Morgan,  Prop.  Seekonk,  Mass. 


ly^'ORTHUP'S  1898  Minorca  Catalogue,  the  most 
complete  ever  published  in  descriptions,  prices, 
UIOO  winnings,  new  pictures  of  buildings  and  fowls, 
contains  much  information  fully  indexed  under  (id 
headings.  Rose  and  Single  Comli  cocks,  hens,  cock 
erels  and  pullets  at  bargains. 

GEORGE  H.  NORTHUP,  Box  15,  Raceville,  N.  Y. 


Barred 


PLYMOUTH  ROCKS, 

exclusively.  All  farm  raised, 
strong,  healthy  birds.  Bred 
for  practical  results,  in  eggs 
and  meat.  Cockerels  g2.(H), 
82.50  and  gS.OO  each.  Pullets 
same  prices.  No  sickness 
among  my  birds  for  pnst  five  years.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed.  Money  back  if  von  say  so.  No  circulars. 
C.  H.  CANFIELD,  Bath,  (Steuben  County),  N.  Y. 
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WMte  Wyandottes,  {g^^i^^r 
Barred  Plymontli  Rocks. 

Plenty  of  nicely  marked  birds,  large,  strong,  -well 
matured;  price  only  one-half  as  much  as  we  have 
paid  prominent  breeders  for  same  quality.  If  stock 
IS  not  absolutely  satisfactory  you  can  send  it  back 
at  our  expense  and  we  will  refund  vour  money. 
MILES  BROS.,  Spring  Hill,  Pa. 


RADNTS 


THE  ONLT  LOW-COST  BOOK  ON  THE  RABBIT 
ever  published  to  our  knowledge,  is  "The  Rabbit:  How  to 
i  elect,  Breed  and  Manage  the  Rabbit  for  Pleasure  or  Prof- 
It  "  by  W.  N.  Richardson,  Secretary  of  the  American  Bel- 

§lan  Hare  Club,  and  a  man  of  long  experience  with  Rab- 
its.  Second  edition  now  ready,  nicely  Illustrated,  en- 
larged and  much  Improved.  Price  25  cts,  or  with  Ambbi- 
CAN  PouLTEY  Advocate  one  year  40  cts. 

_     CLARENCE  C.  DePUY,  Publisher, 
314-320  East  Onondaga  St.,  Syracuse,  N.  T. 
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E.  O.  R.,  in  Country  Gentleman,  says  a 
man  who  has  tried  several  pursuits 
and  has  succeeded  in  none,  and  finally 
concludes  he  will  try  poultry,  coiild 
hardly  expect  to  make  much  of  a  liv- 
ing from  it.  But  on  the  other  hand, 
he  who  could  succeed  in  any  pursuit 
requiring  work  and  application,  might 
reasonably  expect  to  make  a  success 
and  a  good  living"  from  poultry. 

Jos.  A.  Tillinghast,  in  an  address  before 
the  Rhode  Island  Experiment  Station 
poultry  class,  said  there  are  personal 
traits  of  character  which  underlie  suc- 
cess in  any  business,  and  these  must 
naturally  be  possessed,  or  else  ac- 
quired, before  we  can  look  for  the  best 
results  from  a  man's  labor.  He  must 
have  application,  patience,  persist- 
ence, and,  in  every  sense  of  the  word, 
be  a  hustler. 

The  Hebrew  holidays  began  September 
17  and  18,  being  the  New  Year.  Fowls, 
turkeys,  ducks  and  geese  were  most  in 
demand.  September  26  was  the  next 
holiday,  calling  for  prime  live  poultry, 
especially  chickens  and  roosters.  The 
next  holiday  was  October  i  and  2,  and 
fowls,  ducks,  and  good  fat  geese  were 
most  in  demand.  The  last  of  the  fall 
holidays  was  October  8  and  9,  when 
all  kinds  of  live  poultry  were  wanted. 

"Little  chicks  no  more  need  sand  or  grit 
in  their  feed  than  the  breeder  needs 
it  in  his  food.  And  this  practice  has, 
no  doubt,  killed  thousands  of  chicks 
which  were  supposed  to  have  died  of 
some  popular  affliction."  The  above 
is  about  on  par  with  all  the  wise  (?) 
criticisms  of  such  poultry  writers  who 
believe  that  the  road  to  popularity  is 
fastest  travelled  by  opposing  every 
teaching— practical  or  otherwise.  The 
writer  of  the  aforesaid  squib  knows 
precious  little  about  chicks  or  the 
poultry  business. 

W_.  H.  Rudd  &  Son,  So.  Natick,  Mass., 
in  their  27th  annual  poultry  circular, 
state:  "While  many  persons  appre- 
hended that  the  rapid  and  constant 
increase  of  poultry  raisers  would  re- 
sult in  over-production,  yet  the  present 
year  starts  in  with  the  lightest  receipts 
of  broilers,  and  the  highest  prices  for 
many  years  past,  which  in  view  of  the 
shortness  of  life,  certainly  places  all 
fear  of  the  business  being  overdone, 
so  far  in  the  dim  future,  as  to  entirely 
relieve  the  most  timid  among  us  of  all 
solicitude  on  this  point." 

"To  rid  the  poultry  houses  of  rats,  minks 
or  weasels,  use  coal  tar,"  says  C.  F. 
Hotchkiss,  in  Green's  Fruit  Grower. 
"Place  it  in  their  holes,  runs,  etc., 
and  they  will  leave  the  premises,  and 
stay  away  while  the  tar  lasts.  I  can 
drive  the  rats  from  a  large  warehouse 
with  a  quart  of  coal  tar.  It  is  equally 
as  effective  for  vermin  (lice)  in  the 
roost.  For  the  latter  it  mav  be  thinned 
with  gasoline  if  desired,  and  applied 
to  perch  and  walls  of  the  poultry  house 
with  a  whisk  broom  once  each  year, 
after  which  the  building  will  be  clear 
of  the  pest." 

It  is  peculiar  that  sensible,  practical 
poultrymen  often  advise  cleaning  the 
hen  house  "at  least  twice  a  week." 
They  also  say  "scatter  road  dust  over 
the  droppings,"  etc.    Such  methods 


are  not  cleanly  nor  sanitary,  either, 
says  the  Baltimore  Sun.  The  flock  of 
hens  that  have  to  breathe  the  atmos- 
phere of  two  or  three  nights'  drop- 
pings, whether  the  accumulation  has 
been  doctored  with  road  dust,  ashes 
or  any  other  material,  are  not  prop- 
erly cared  for.  In  such  henhouses  it 
does  not  take  long  for  the  floors  to 
become  thoroughly  impregnated  with 
vile  odors — the  boards  will  soon  rot. 
Such  houses  are  always  contaminated 
with  unpleasant  odors.  Even  when 
the  hen  house  has  its  semi-occasional 
cleaning,  the  odors  still  exist.  Every- 
day cleaning  is  the  only  method  that 
should  be  followed. 
The  Sprague  Commission  Co.,  218  South 


as  the  crop  of  1897  was  10  per  cent 
larger  than  1896,  it  is  generally  con- 
ceded that  the  crop  will  be  above  an 
average.  In  nearly  every  instance  the 
crop  was  reported  same  as  last  year, 
or  larger.  In  some  instances  the  re- 
ports note  a  smaller  crop  than  1897, 
but  there  are  not  enough  of  these  to 
cut  any  figure  in  the  general  crop. 
The  reports  on  ducks  again  indicate  a 
large  crop  for  this  year,  and  it  is  fair 
to  estimate  that  the  supply  of  ducks 
will  be  as  large  for  the  year  1898  as  it 
was  in  1897,  which  was  15  per  cent 
larger  than  for  the  year  1896.  The 
low  price  which  prevailed  during  1897 
naturally  discouraged  the  raising  of 
ducks  in   man}-  sections,  and  some 


Water  Street,  Chicago,  Ills.,  furnish 
A  Few  Hens  with  a  report  of  the  poul- 
try crop  of  1898.  The  estimates  given 
were  compiled  from  several  hundred 
inquiries  sent  throughout  Illinois, 
Iowa,  Indiana,  Wisconsin,  Missouri 
and  Nebraska,  and  also  a  few  points 
in  Kentucky,  Tennessee  and  other 
Southern  States.  It  is  a  reliable  and 
unbiased  opinion.  Notwithstanding 
that  in  nearly  all  instances  the  advices 
received  touch  upon  the  wet  and  cold 
spring  as  having  been  unfavorable  for 
the  hatching  of  the  eggs,  the  crops  of 
the  different  kinds  will  compare  well 
with  that  of  the  year  1897.  The  indi- 
cations are  that  fairly  remunerative 
prices  will  be  obtained.  The  crop  of 
iurkeys  for  the  year  1898  will  not  vary 
much  from  that  of  last  year — possibly 
5  to  10  per  cent  larger,  or  about  65  to 
70  per  cent  of  a  full  crop.  For  the 
year  1897  the  crop  was  about  75  per 
cent  of  the  crop  of  1896,  and  was  60 
per  cent  of  a  full  crop.  The  increase 
this  year,  if  any,  was  due  to  the  high 
prices  which  ruled  last  year,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  short  crop, and  influenced 
farmers  to  increase  their  supply  of 
turkeys.  The  crop  of  chickens  will 
again  be  a  large  one — fully  as  large  as 
1897,  possibly  10  per  cent  larger — and 


points  report  a  material  reduction. 
The  crop  of  geese,  while  not  a  full 
crop,  will  be  quite  large  and  estimated 
at  about  85  per  cent,  or  about  the  same 
as  last  year  to  possibly  a  little  larger. 
Prospects  are  that  the  quality  of  Lhe 
geese  will  be  better  than  last  year,  as 
grain  is  cheaper  and  farmers  will  be 
more  inclined  to  feed  than  they  were 
during  the  year  1897. 


BKAUTiriTL  COCHIN  BANTAMS,  Buffer 
White,  at  *('2.00  per  pair.     WM.  M  CONNEKS, 
l$ox  A,  Weston,  Somerset  County,  New  Jersey. 

BARRED  PLYMOUTH  ROCK  CocRerelS 

Brert  from  liens  seleoted  for  their  size,  sliape,  nicely 
barred  and  k"<>(1  laying  qualities.  ^1  (1(1  and  (??.'I0 
each.  Also  a  few  good  pullets  Satislaction  g'.iarnn- 
teed  or  money  ret'uudeu.    CO.  Shorb,  M<'Dan"iel,Md. 

CHOICE  B.  P.  ROCK  strong,  vigorous  roeker- 
els  from  a  lieavy  laying  strain.  Pedigree  Cobnrn- 
Hunter,  making  a  fine  bird  with  paying  qna'ities. 
\.m  offering  them  at  low  price  of  g2  and  ^5  each. 
Eggs  in  season.    E.  W.  HARRIS,  JNo.  Acton,  Mass. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTE  COCKTllRELS 
from  first-class  stock.  Snowy  plumage,  full 
of  business.  While  they  last,  ^1.50  each.  Write 
luick.   H.  L.  HUEDER,  Box  35,  No.  Lindale,  Ohio. 

PAPER,  illus'd,  20  pages. 
25  ct8.  per  year.    4  months 
Atrial  10  eta.  Sample  Free.  6-4 ■  page  practical 
'poultry  book  free  to  yearly  subscribers. 
Book  aloae  10  cts.   Catalogue  of  poultry 
*ife=>:^^book3  free. Poultry  Advocate,8yTa.cnae,N.\ 


It  will  keep  your  poultry  strong  and  healthy.  @ 
It  will  make  young  pullets  lay  early.   Worth  its 


\7eightin  gold^for  moulting  hens,  and  prevents 
all  nisi 
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eases.   Eggs  are  larger  and  more  fertile. 
They  succeed  best  in  raising  poultry  for  profit, 
who  commence  with  little  chicks;  giving  them 
twice  a  M'cek  an  even  teaspoonful  of  Sheridan's 
Condition  Powder  mixed  with  each  quart  of  food,  graduall  y  increasing  the  dose  until  full  grown. 


No   Matter  What 

SHERIDAN'S 


Kind  of  Foods  You 

CONDITION  POWDER 


»I4 
»I« 


Use! 

»i« 


Is  needed  with  it  to  assure  perfect  assimilation  of  the  food  elements  necessary  to  produce  eggs. 
It  is  absolutely  pure;  Higlily  concentrated;  Most  economical,  because  such  small  doses;  No 
other  kind  one-fourth  as  strong;  In  nuantity  it  costs  less  than  one  tenth  cent  a  day  per  he.l 
Sold  by  Druggists,  Grocers  and  Feed  Dealers,  Large  cans  are  the  most  economical  to  l>uy. 

If  You  Can't  Get  it  near  Home,  send  to  us.     Ask  first. 

We  send  postpaid  one  pack  for  25  cts;  five  $1.00.  A  two-pound  can  J?l  20;  S'y  cans  $5.^0 
exp.  paid.   Sample  copy  "best  poultry  paper"  sent  free.   I.  S.  JOHNSON  iv  CO  ,  Boston,  Mass. 
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People  "We  Know. 


Fads  and  News  Gleaned  Especiallv  for  A  FEW 
HEXS  About  People  IVe  Knoiv'. 


I.  K.  Felch  &  Son,  Natick,  Mass.,  are  the  "old 
reliables." 

Aynerican  Poultry  Advocate,  Syracuse,  N- 
Y.,  is  one  of  the  best  of  cur  exchanges. 

Niagara  Farm,  in  our  advertising  columns,  is 
offering  the  biggest  bargains  of  the  season. 

J.  MacFlickinger,  Fannettsburg,  Pa.,  offers 
the  biggest  bargains  in  ISIay-hatched  ducklings 
we  have  yet  seen. 

Those  interested  in  fancy  pigeons  or  Game 
bantams,  should  write  to  R.  H.  Young,  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  for  bargains. 

The  condensed  price  list  of  poultry  supplies, 
as  issued  by  John  H.  Slack,  Bloomsbury,  N.  J., 
gives  some  very  low  figures. 

The  Star  Incubator  Co.,  Bound  Brook,  N.  J., 
have  issued  a  circular  of  strong  testimotiials. 
It  will  be  sent  free  to  all  who  apply. 

The  Rabbit  book,  published  by  C.  C.  DePuy. 
314-320  E.  Onondaga  St.,  Sj-racuse,  N.  Y..  is  full 
of  information,  and  remarkably  cheap  at  25  cts. 

The  good  "old  reliable"  Poultry  Monthly  seems 
to  grow  better  by  age.  It  is  the  handsomest  of 
our  exchanges,  and  is  replete  with  useful,  sen- 
sible poultrv  lore.  Send  10  cents  for  a  sample 
to  Poultjy  Monthly,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Please  send  me  three  bags  more  of  Bowker's 
Animal  Meal.  It  is  my  opinion  now  that  one 
can  hardly  afford  to  keep  hens  without  it.  It  is 
simph'  wonderful  in  3t3  effect  for  producing 
eggs. '  E.  S.  Farxum,  Uxbridge,  INIass. 

Bowker's  Animal  Meal  advertised  in  A  Few 
Hens  is  a  pure,  sweet  combination  of  thoroughly 
cooked  meat  and  bone  for  poultry  ;  an  egg-mak- 
ing, health-sustaining  food  that  is  at  once  the 
best  and  cheapest  that  can  be  obtained.  It 
makes  hens  la\' ;  it  makes  chickens  grow. 

This  is  the  time  of  the  3'ear  to  look  after  the 
egg  yield.  All  pullets  and  hens  that  have  not 
yet  started  should  receive  some  attention — some- 
thing is  wrong.  Probably  a  little  tonic  will  right 
the  trouble.  We  know  from  past  experience, 
that  there  is  nothing  on  earth  to  start  hens  to 
laying  as  Sheridan's  Condition  Powder.    Trj'  it. 

A  Few  Hens  has  been  favored  with  a  cabinet 
photo  of  theCurtiss  Bros.,  proprietors  of  Niagara 
Farm,  Ransomville,  N.  Y.  The  photo  shows  the 
two  young  men  ("who  do  their  own  work")  in 
tne  act  of  dressing  a  fine  lot  of  10  weeks'  old 
du.cklings  for  market.  The  Curtiss  brothers 
are  hustlers. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  Oct.  14,  1S9S. 

Dear  Sir:  I  consider  the  Eureka  nest  to  be 
the  best  contrivance  of  the  kind  for  the  purpose 
intended  that  I  have  ever  seen.  If  more  atten- 
tion was  paid  to  finding  out  which  are  the  loafers 
among  hens  much  more  profit  would  come  to 
the  poultry  keeper.  Respectfullv, 

(Signed)  R.  F. 'Shannon. 

We  have  received  a  copj'  of  the  second  edition 
of  "Poultry  Houses  and  Fixtures."  This  is  a 
valuable  book,  and  will  be  sent  postpaid  for  25 
cents.  It  contains  up-to-date  designs  of  practi- 
cal poultry  buildings  for  the  city  lot,  the  village 
acre,  and  the  farm  ;  the  most  modern  arrange- 
ments for  raising  poultry  artificially,  including 
incubator  cellar  and  several  styles  of  brooding 
houses  ;  also  handy  low  cost  fixtures  for  poultrj- 
house  and  yard.  Published  and  for  sale  by  the 
Reliable  Poultry  Journal,  0\\\\\c\ ,  Ills. 

Juniper  Poi^ltry  Yards,  ) 
Middle  Village,  L.  I.,  Oct.  16,  1898.  \ 

I  have  this  day  sold  to  T.  F.  INIcGrew  of  New 
York  City  all  my  Buff  Cochin  Bantams,  old  and 
young,  including  all  my  prize  winners,  also  cuts 
and  good  will  in  this  variet}',  and  agree  not  to 
handle,  breed  nor  exhibit  them  for  three  j-ears. 

(Signed)  Richard  A.  HomeVer. 

Having  secured  all  the  above  stock,  shall 
offer  for  sale  the  greater  part  at  exceedinglj- 
low  prices.        T.  F.  McGrew, 

1267  Broadwa}',  N.  Y. 

W.  R.  Curtiss  &  Co.,  proprietors  of  the  Niagara 
Farm,  Ransomville,  N.  Y.,  are  securing  quite  a 
reputation  for  their  cut  clover  ha3-.  Last  j-ear 
the  demand  was  so  great  that  the}'  concluded  to 
be  better  fixed  this  season  so  as  to  more  promptly 
fill  orders.  Consequentl}'  they  have  had  to  put 
in  improved  machinery,  and  will  now  be  able  to 
not  only  quickU'  fill  all  orders,  but,  owing  to  the 
excellent  crop  of  clover  thej'  raised  the  past 
summer,  will  be  able  to  offer  a  much  superior 
article.  Their  clover  is  cut  and  cured  green  on 
purpose  for  poultry,  It  is  not  only  cut  in  1-4 
inch  lengths  but  in  order  to  have  it  uniform  (as 
despite  the  best  of  care  some  long  straws  will 
get  through  when  cutting — and  which  are  apt  to 
I)roduce  crop  bound)  they  screen  it,  thus  enab- 
ling them  to  remove  everything  over  1-4  inch  i» 


length.  Raising  their  own  crop  they  can  supply 
poultrymen  cheaper  than  any  other  firm  not  so 
situated.  The  prices  this  year  are  $1.25  per  100 
lbs.;  or  $1.00  per  100  lbs.  in  500  lb.  lots,  or  more. 
We  use  considerable  of  this  cut  clover  on  the 
A  Few  Hens  Experimental  Farm,  and  there- 
fore know  what  we  are  recommending. 

The  Spindle  City  Poultry  Yards,  owned  and 
operated  bj'  F.  A.  P.  Coburn,  Lowell,  Mass.,  are 
noted  for  puritj'  of  stock  and  excellency  in  util- 
ity qvialifications.  The  varieties  kept  are  Barred 
PI  ymovith  Rocks  and  M'hite  AVyandottes.  These 
yards  were  started  6  years  ago,  and  gradually 
each  year  have  increased  in  size.  Mr.  Coburn 
announces:  "While  we  breed  for  the  so-called 
fancy  points,  such  as  correct  shape,  markings, 
comb,  etc.,  we  do  not  sacrifice  the  utilit}'  points, 
viz.:  market  qualities  and  egg  production." 
That  is  the  class  and  stamp  of  a  breeder  it  pays 
to  buy  of,  and  A  Few  Hens  can  safely  recom- 
mend Mr.  Coburn  for  good  stock,  low  rates  and 
reliable  dealings.  Under  date  of  August  i,  Mr. 
Coburn  writes:  "I  have  a  fine  lot  of  chicks 
coming  along,  and  am  going  to  have  some  very 
nice  ones  among  them.  I  have  not  quite  so 
many  as  usual  at  this  time,  having  between  700 
and  800.  I  raised  a  number  quite  early,  and 
disposed  of  them  as  broilers.  I  saved  a  few  of 
the  best  pullets  out  of  the  lot,  and  some  of  them 
are  now  laying.  I  also  have  10  or  12  as  nice  well 
matured  pullets  that  are  just  the  thing  for  the 
earU-  fall  shows.  INIr.  Curtiss,  of  the  Reliable 
Poultry  Journal,  was  here  l=ist  Monday  and  he 
told  me  that  for  size,  markings,  and  other 
points,  they  were  the  best  he  had  ever  seen 
thus  far." 

1000  BANTAMS. 

Probably  the  largest  recent  deal  in  poultry  in 
this  countrs'  was  the  purchase  of  Bantams'  by 
Editor  A.  E.  Blunck  of  the  Daily  Republican, 
Johnstown,  N.  Y.,  bv  which  he  secured  all  of 
the  Golden  and  Silver  Sebrights,  Buff.  Black 
and  White  Cochins,  and  White  Japanese  Ban- 
tams formerly  owned  by  that  well-known 
breeder,  W.  J.  Andrus  of  Hackensack,  N.  J. 
Mr.  Blunck  has  also  purchased  of  William 
Holmes  of  Shelton,  Conn.,  all  of  his  prize-win- 
ning Golden  Sebright  and  Buff  Cochin  Bantams, 
besides  a  lot  of  Game  and  Variet}-  Bantams  of 
Havemeyer  Bros,  of  INIahwah,  N.  J.,  and  several 
other  smaller  lots  of  the  best  birds  to  be  had  in 
this  country. 

These  birds,  added  to  Mr.  Bhmck's  Prospect 
Hill  Poultrj-  Farm  stock  of  imported  and  home- 
bred Game  and  Ornamental  Bantams,  gives  him 
a'^out  1,000  head,  and  he  is  now  offering  his  sur- 
plus stock  of  several  hundred  Bantams  for  sale, 
which  will  give  our  readers  an  opportunity  of 
buying  some  first-class  birds  at  reasonable 
prices. 

We  are  starting  with  this  issue  of  A  Few  Hens, 
the  Annual  trade  announcement  of  the  Petaluma 
Incubator  Co.  of  Petaluma,  Cal.  Their  adver- 
tisement will  be  found  on  another  page. 

These  people  have  long  been  manufacturing 
these  Petaluma  machines,  and  it  is  but  fair  to 
saj'  they  are  esteemed  most  highly  where  they 
are  best  known.    Thev  lay  claim  to  superiority 


of  material,  construction  and  results,  and  are 
prepared  to  show  dates  to  back  up  their  claims 
that  they  are  the  oldest  manufacturers  of  suc- 
cessful hot  air  machines.  They  use  in  building 
these  machines  the  famous  California  Redwood, 
which  is  said  to  possess  special  merit  for  this 
purpose.  They  publish  a  handsome  catalogue 
which  they  mail  free  to  all  inquirers,  an  exam- 
ination of  which  will  show  prospective  buyers 
that  the}'  can  save  them  several  dollars  in  freight 
bill  by  their  s^-stem  which  is  to  prepay  the 
freight  at  the  price  quoted  on  their  machines 
anj'where  in  the  United  States. 

Write  them  for  a  copy  and  kindl}'  say  that 
you  saw  the  advertisement  in  our  paper. 


Tie  Evans  Root  and  YegetaWe  Cutter. 

The  cut  we  show  herewith  gives  a  very  cor- 
rect illustration  of  the  Evans  Root  and  Vegetable 
Cutter.  It  is  designed  for  the  purpose  of  cutting 
up  and  pulping  all  kinds  of  roots,  vegetables 
and  fruit  for  easy  consumption  of  poultry.  It 
does  not  slice  or  grind  the  roots,  etc.,  but  chips 
them  into  rather  long,  slender  pieces  not  unlike 
large  angle  worms  or  grubs,  so  that  the  product 
may  be  easily  eaten  by  poultrj'  without  danger 
of  choking.  It  affords  an  easy  means  of  sup- 
plj'ing  the  green  and  succulent  food  so  much 
relished  bj' fowls  and  so  essential  to  success  in 
the  winter  time.  That  veteran  poultrj-  breeder 
and  editor,  IVIichael  K.  Boj'er,  who  is  using  one 
daily,  has  the  following  to  say  of  it:  "We 
haven't  an  article  on  the  farm  we  prize  more 
highly  (a  single  exception  here)  than  we  do 
this  Evans  Root  Cutter."  Again  he  says:  "There 
are  three  machines  in  our  feed  room  that  we 

simply  could  not  do  without,  viz.,   

and  the  Evans  Root  and  Vegetable  Cutter."  It 
is  a  labor  saver  and  a  monej'  maker  and  should 
be  in  use  on  every  poultry  farm.  The  machine 
is  well  endorsed  by  the  leading  editors  and 
breeders  of  poultry.  It  is  manufactured  by  the 
Evans  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Ypsilanti,  INIich., 
who  will  take  pleasure  in  sending  j'ou  circulars, 
pieces,  ;etc.  Write  them  and  kindly  say  that 
you  saw  this  in  our  paper. 


mmmmm\ 

SEIQIAL  VALUE. 

Complete  Volumes  of  Farm-Poultry.  Graded  Series. 

Sent  Express  prepaid  by  us;  or  25c.  less  may  be  sent  in  each  case,  if  you  pay  the  express  when 
you  receive  the  package. "  In  either  case  you  get  great  value. 

Yoliimes  1,  2  and  3.   Boiiiid,  One  Book,  $1.75 

For  be.arinners  and  those  wishing  information  for  starting  in  Poultry  Kaisin.g. 

Yolunies  4  and  5.   Unbonnd,  One  Package,  $1.25 

A  step  in  advance  after  Volumes  1,  2  and  3  have  been  read  and  digested. 

Yolnnies  6  and  7.   Unlbonnd,  One  Package,  $2.00 

For  more  advanced  students  of  Poulti  y  Culture  for  protit,  and  worth  man\-  times 
the  cost  to  any  one. 

Each  lot  sent  alone.  As  Vol.  1.  2  and  3  for  $1.75:  Vol.  4  and  5  for  S1.25:  Vol.  f.  ami  7  for  S2.— Ex- 
press prepaid  by  us ;  or  you  paying  express,  sent  for  SI. 50,  SI. 00,  81.75  respectively. 

^  to  one  address  if  ordered  at 


one  time,  we  pay  express. 


Address,  I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  22  Custom  House  Street,  BOSTON,  MASS. 


For  One  Dollar  ani 
Twenty-five  Cents. 


Four  Poultry  Papers  and  Two  Books— Value,  $3.00. 


FARM-POULTRY, 

semi-monthly,  one  year. 

price, 

$1.00 

POULTRY  KEEPER, 

monthly,  one  year. 

price. 

.50 

INTER-STATE  POULTRYMAN,  monthly,  one  year. 

price. 

.50 

A  FEW  HENS, 

monthly,  one  year, 

price, 

.25 

Book  BROILERS  FOR 

PROFIT,      by  Boyer, 

price. 

.50 

Book  A  LIVING  FROM 

POULTRY,  by  Boyer, 

price, 

.25 

Total, 

^3.00 

Four  Practical  Poultry  Papers,  price  alone,  $2.25. 

The  Poultry  Keeper,  Parkesburg,  Pa.,  that  leads  the  world,  because  the  editor,  P.  H.  Jacobs,  is 
the  best  informed  man  of  this  age  on  poultry  subjects.  Its  cover,  printed  in  two  colors,  makes  it  an  ornament 
to  any  home,  and  its  contents  are  none  the  less  attractive,  as  you  can  see  by  sending  for  a  free  sample  copy. 
Published  monthly,  at  only  50  cents  per  year. 

The  Inter-State  Poultryman,  of  Tiffin,  Ohio,  fifty  cents  a  year,  needs  no  introduction  to  our 
readers,  its  editor  being  fully  abreast  of  the  times.      Published  monthly. 

A  Few  Hens,  Boston,  Mass.,  has  been  increased  50  percent,  in  size.  It  is  edited  by  the  well-known 
M.  K.  Boyer.  Full  of  good  things,  monthly.  25  cents  a  year.  Devoted  to  every  branch  of  market  poultry 
culture.    It  is  a  "boiled  down"  journal,  giving  the  cream  of  poultry  matter. 


Farm-Poultry.  This  paper  is  published  twice  a  month,  and  ranks  as  one  of  the  best  of  all  poultry 
papers.  It  pays  practical  poultrymen,  because  it  teaches  facts,  not  theories.  It  is  a  profitable  poultry 
raising  guide  for  all.    Each  issue  is  better  than  the  last.    Price,  semi-monthly,  $1.00  per  year. 


A  Living  From  Poultry.  By  M.  K.  Boyer.  The  ouly 
book  ever  written  that  tells  what  steps  to  take  to  establish  a 
]jrofitable  poultry  plant.  Tells  why  men  fail  and  women  suc- 
ceed ;  how  much  land  is  needed  ;  best  soil  for  poultry;  buying 
a  farm  on  installments  ;  brief  chat  on  houses,  and  hovv  they 
sliould  be  built ;  review  of  the  breeds,  and  which  are  best  for 
egiis,  broilers  and  roasters.  The  crowning  feature  of  the  book 
is  the  chapter  telling  what  can  be  accomplished  with  capital 
ranging  from  fifty  to  one  thousand  dollars.    Price,  25  cents. 


Broilers  fo  Profit.  By  Michael  K.  Boyer.  The  largest 
and  best  work  ever  published  upon  the  subject.  It  gives  both 
sides;  tells  the  amount  of  capital,  laud  and  time  required; 
the  value  of  incubators,  and  pointers  in  running  them  ;  ex- 
plains the  brooding  system  ;  how  to  feed  and  care  for  chicks  ; 
how  to  dress  and  ship  to  market;  how  to  erect  a  model 
brooder  house,  and  hundreds  of  valuable  hints.  The  book  is 
compiled  from  the  experiences  of  the  pioneer  broiler  raisers 
in  this  country.    Price,  50  cents. 


Until  Jan.,  1900. 


If  you  order  at  once,  you  will  get  all  four  of  the  papers 
from  now  until  January  ist,  1900,  and  the  tWO  books, 
all  for  (one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents.)  $1,25. 

TAKE  NOTICE,    if  your  time  is  not  out  for  our  paper,  your  subscription  will  be  marked  up  one  year. 

The  four  papers  and  the  twO  books,  all  post-paid  for  $1.25.  Send  all  orders  to  us.  Th?. 
combination  cannot  be  changed  or  filled  as  above,  unless  all  ordered  at  one  time.    Samples  free. 


A  FEW  HENS,  Box  2118,  BosLon,  Mass. 


